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THE PREFACE. 


HE ſetting forth of the publick Con® 
feſſion of the Faith of Churches 
hath a double end, and both tending 
to Publick Edification: Firſt, the 
maintainance of the Faith intire within it ſelf : 
Secondly, the holding forth of Unity and 
Harmony, both amongſt, & with other Church- 
ex. Our Churches here, as (by the grace of 
Chriſt) we believe and profeſs the ſame Do- 
frine of the truth of the Goſpel, which gene- 
fally is received in all the Reformed Churches 
of Chriſt in EZ«rope : ſo eſpecially we deſire not 
to vary fr6m the Dottrine of Faith and Truth 
held forth by the Churches of our Native Coun- 
try. For though itbe not one Native Coun- 
try that can breed us all of one mind; nor ought = 
we to have the glorious Faith of our Lord Tefus 
| with reſpe& of Perſons, yet as Pap! , whu was 
himſelf a Jew, profeſſed to hold forth the Do- 
arine of Juſtification by Faith, and of the Re- - 
| furred&ion of the dead , according as he knew 
his godly Countrymen did, who were Jews by 
nature (Gal. 2. 15. A8-26.6,7.) ſowe, who are - 
by nature Fng/i/h-mm, doe deſire to hold forth 
the ſame Dodtrine of Religion (eſpecially in 
| Fundamentals) which we ſee and know ” = 
: c 


alſo: and being likewile called upon: by our 
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held by the Churches of England, according 
to the truth of the Goſpel. - i | 
The more we difcern (that which we do. and 
have cauſe co do with inceſſant mourning and 
trembling) tre unkind, ani unbrocherly, and 
unchriſtian contentions of »ur godly Brethren 
and Countrymen, in matters 0; Chur ch Go- 
vernment; the more carnettly do we cefire to 
ſee them juyned together in one common Faith, 
and our ſelyes with chem. For this end, having 
peruſed the publick Confteffion of the Faith, a: 
greed upon by the Revereni! Aſſembly of Di: 
vines at reftminſter, and finding :the Sum ,and 
Subſtance thereof (in matters of Doctrine) to 
expreſs not their own Judgment only, but ours 


godly Magiſtrates, to draw up a publick Con: 
teflion of that Faith which is conſtantly taught; 
and generally profeſſed amongſt us;.we thought 
good to preſent unto them, and with. chem to 
our Churches,and with them to all the Ehurch- 
es of Chriſt abroad, our profeſſed. and hearty 
Aſent and At:eſtation to the whole Confeſli- 
on of Faith/for ſubſtance of Doctrine )which the 


Reverend Afembly preſented to the Religious] 


and Honourable Parliament of England: Ex- 
cepting only ſome Sections in the. 25,30, and 
31 Chapters of their Confeſſion, which con- 
cern Points of Controverſic in Church-Diſci- 
pline 3 touching which, we rcfer ou ſelves {0 

FE the 
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dingy: the draught of Church Diſcipline inthe enſuing 
- | Treatiſe. 


" Thetruth ofwhat we here declare, may ap: 
pear by the unanimous vote of the Synod ofthe 
Elders and , Meſſengers of our Churches afſem- 
bled at Cambridge thelalt of the fxth Xonth 
1648. which joyntly paſſed in theſe words: 
Thu Synod having peruſed and conſidered (with 
much glaaneſs of hearty, and thankfulneſs to God) 
the Conteſſion of Faith publiſhed of late by the Re- 


verend Afſembly in England , doe juage it to be 


very holy, orthodox, and judicious in al! mattert of 
Faith :". and doe therefore freely and fully conſent 
thereunto, for the ſubſtance thereof, Onely in 
thoſe things which have reſpe&t to Church Govern- 
ment and. Diſcipline, we refer our ſelves to the 


Platform of C hurch- Diſcipline, agreed upon by this ' 


preſent Aſſembly, and ace therefore think it meet, 
that this Confeſſion of Faith ſhould be commended 


tothe Churches of Chriſt among ft us, andato the 


Honoured Court, as worthy of theiv due conſide- 
ration and acceptance. Howbcit, we may not 


conceal, that the dodrine of Yocation expreſſed 


in Chap.10.S:&.1. and ſummarily repeated in 


| Chap.13. Sef.1. paſſed not without ſome Ce- 


bate. Yet conſidering that the term of Yocati- 
en, and others by which it is deſcribed ,* are 
capeable of a large, or more ftrict ſenſe & ule, 
and that it is not inrended to bind apprehenſjons 
preciſely in point of order or method , there 


bath ' 
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hath been a general Cendeſcendency there 
unto. 

Now by this our profeſſed conſent and free 
concurrence with them in all the Do@rinals of 


Religion. we hope it may appear to the worlJ, 


that as we are a remnant of the People of the 
ſame Nation with them; fo we are profeffors 
ofthe ſame common Faith, and fellow heirs ef 
the ſame common ſalvation. Yea moreover, 
as this our Profeſſion of the ſame Faith with 
them, will exempt us (even in their juigements) 
from ſuſpition of Hereſie ; ſo (we trutt ) it may 
exempt us in the like ſort from ſuſpition of 
Schiſm : that though we are forced to difſent 
from them in matters of ChurchDiſcipline, yet 
our difſent is Rot taken up out of arrogancy of 


F 4 >» ſpirit in our ſclves (whom they ſee willingly 


condeſcend to learn of them) neither is it car- 
ried with uncharitable cenſoriouſndſs towards 
them, (both which are the proper and effential 
charatters of Schiſm) but in meekneſs of wif- 
dome, as we walk along with them, and follow 
them as they fo:low Chriſt : ſo where we con- 
ccive a different apprehenſion of the mind of 
Chriſ (as it falleth out in ſume few points touch- 
ing Church-Order) we ſtil reſerve due reve- 
rence to them (whom we judge to be, through 
Chriſt, the glorious Lights of both Nations) 
and only crave leave (as inthe ſpirit we are 
bound) to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he 


gocths' |. 
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'poeth, and'(after the Apoſtles example) as ws 


bclieve, ſo we ſpeak. 
And if the example of. ſuch poor Out-cafts 
as our ſelves might prevail, if not with all (for 


'that were too great a bleſling to hope for) yet 


with ſome or other of our Brethren in Z»ng /and, 
ſo far as they are comme to mind and ſpeak the 
ſame thing with ſuch as diſſent from them, we 
hope:in Chrift it would net only moderate the 
harſh judging'and condemning of one another 
in ſuch differences of judgement as may be found 
in the choiceſt Saints ; but alſo prevent (by the 
mercy of Chriſt) the peril of the diftratton and 
ceſtruction of all the Churches in both King- 
domes. Otherwiſe, if Brethren ſhall goe on to 
bite and. devour one-arother, the Ayofile feared 
(as weaifo with ſadneſs of heart doe) it will 
tend to the confurning of them, and usall ; which 
the Lord prevent. 

We arc not ignorant; that (befides theſe af- 
perkions.of Hereſy and Sebi/m) other excepti« 
ons alſo arc taken at our way of Church Go 
vernment, but (as we conceive) upon as little 
Srounds. As, 

1. That by admitting none into the fellowfeip 
of nr C burch but Saints by caSing, We rob many 
Pariſh Churches of their beſt Members, ro make 
ap one of our Congregations, Which is not only to 
gather Churches out of Churches (a thing nuheard 
of in Serpiture) bug _ to weaken the htarts and 


af; bandy 


_ 
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bands of the beſt. Miniſters in the Pariſtes, by def | 


porling them of thiir beft Hearers, 1 of 
; ':2». That we'provuiide no'Convſe for the gatning, 
' ang calling in of ignoraut;,and errontons,and ſoan- 
244lous perſons, Whom wi refuſe to receive rnto on 
.Cherches;1and faiexclude from the whilſome.. Re- 
.weay of C barch Diſcipline > ooo 
'. 3.3 That in our way » we ſow ſeeds. of diviſion, 
2 and kinarance of. edifucation: in every ſamilygwhilft 
- #dmitting into our C harthes only Voiuntaryeary: the 


FHlnsbaig wilt be of ove Church, the Wife uf .ano- 


©:they : the parents of one Church, the children of 
another ;"the 1 aſter.of one Church, the \Servants 
- Of anotheri (And ſothe Parents and Maſters being 
« pf different Churches from their Children and Ser- 
"auts, they cannot take a juſt.accannt- af. their pro- 
i fring by.mbas they hear ':11yea; by thus. means the 
; Hi saudr;Parents &; Maſters fpall bechare eab/'c 
zo the maintenance of many otber Churches mud 
"Church Officers, beſideniatbeini own. Which wil 
- Prowe a chatge and burtbtnupſuoportables). 
But for Anſwer.. As tothe firſt : For gather- 
-ing' Churches out of Charches, we cannot . ſay 
that it is a thing unheard of in Scriptuxe,::; The 
firſt Chriftian Church wss gathered out of the 
:JewiſhGlurch! and out .of many Synagogues 
+ im-that Church! and conſiſted partly of: the. 1n- 
- habirants of Fern/alem, partly of the Gadleans * 
who-thoush they kept ſome communion in fome 
_ parts of publick Worihip with the Temple, yet 


v 


neither 


- fs 


.| to attend-on their Pariſh church , 'it is like 


congeivey if they _ upon the Worſhjp *6 
fo 2 
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neither did they frequent the Sacrifices, nor re- 
pair to the Sanhedrim. for the determining of 
their Church-cauſes, bat kept intire and 'con- 
ſtant communion with the Apoſtles Chureh in 
all the Ordinances of the Golpel. And for the 
firt Chriſtian Church of the Gentiles at Antioch 
it appeareth to have been gathered and conſti- 
ruted-partly of the diſperſed Brethren of the 
Church-at Jeruſalem (whereof {ome were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrenc) and partly of the belie- 
ving Gentiles, A#s 11.20,21, | 59000 
If itbefaid, The firſt chriſtian Church at Jes 
ruſalemy and that at Antioch , were gatherrd noe 
ont of auy chriſtian Church, but ont of the Jewiſh 
Temple and Synagogues, which were ſhortly afte® 
20 be aboliſhed : and their pathering to Antiochs 
was upon occaſion of diſperſionin ume of Perſecn* 
$208, ._. RON AST IE «4 ; Hoe - Yi 
. Wedefire it may be conſidered, 1 That the 
Members: of the Jewiſh Church were more 
frongiy and traitly tyed by expreſs holy co- 
venant; ta keep fellowſhip with the Jewiſh 
Church till it was aboliſhed, then any members 
of Chriſtian Pariſh churches arc wont to be ty- 
cd to keep fellowſhip with their Pariſh-chutch-+ 
es. , The Epilcopal Canons, which bind them 


they are now aboliſhed with the Fpiſcopag 
Thg common Law of the land is ſatiſfied (as N 


Go 
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'God inany other Church, tho not within their 
- own Pariſh, But no ſuch like covenant of 
God, nor any other Religious tye lyeth upon 
them tv attend the Worſhip of God in their 
own Pariſh church, as did lye upon the Jews 
to attend upon the Worſhip of God in their 
Temple and Synagogues. 

2. Though the Jewiſh Temple-church at 7e- 
v%/alem was to be aboliſhed, yet that doth not 
make the deſertion of it by the members to 
be lawful, till it was aboliſhed. Future abolition 
3s no warrant for preſent deſertion, unleſs it be 
lawful in ſome caſe whilſt the Church is yet in 
preſent ſtanding to deſert it; to wit, cither for 
avoiding preſent pollutions,or for hope of great- 
er cdification, and ſo for better ſatiſfaftion toy 
conſcience in cither. Future events, or fore- 
fight of them, doe not diffolye preſent Relati- 
tions, elſe wives, children, ſervants, might de- 
ſert their husbands, parents,Mafters, when they 
be mortally fick. 

3- What the M=mbers of the Jewiſh Church 
did, in joyning to the Church at Antioch in time 
of Perſecution, it may well be concciv'ed the 
Members of any chriſtian Church may «loe the 
like for fatiſfattion of conſcience. P:icace of 
onfcience is more defirable then the peace of 
2 outward man; and freedome from ſcruples 
conſcience is more comfortable to ; fincere 
art, then freedome from Perſecution s 
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I it be ſaid, Theſe Members of the Chriſtia®! 
Church at 7eruſalem that joyned to the Church at 
Antioch, removed their habitations together with 
their Relations: which sf the Brethren of the Con* 
gregational way would do, it would much abate 
the grievance of their depar ture from their Preſby- 

. terial Churchec. 

We verily could wifh them ſo to doe, as well 
approving the like removal of habitation, in 
caſe of changing Chureh-Relations (provided 
that it may de done without too much detriz 
ment to their outward eſtates) and we for our 
parts have done the ſame, Butto put a nece- 
city of removal of habitation in ſuch a caſe, it 
is to foment and cheriſh a corrupt Principle of 
making civil cohabitation, if not.a formal cauſe, 
yet at leaſt a proper adjunf# of Church Relation, 
which the truth ofthe Goſpel doth not acknow- 
ledge. Now to foment-an error to the preju? 
dice of the truth of the Goſpel. is not ro walk 
with a right foot according to the truth of the 
Goſpel. as Pau/judgeth, Gal.2. 14, 

4+. We doe not think it meet or ſafe, for a 
Member of a Presbyteriat Church forthwith to 
deſert his Relation to his Church, betake him- 
ſelf to the fellowſhip of-a Congregational 
Church, though he may diſcern ſome defe& in 
theeſtate or government of his own. For, 

7. Faithſulneſs of þrotherly love in Church- 

Relation, requireth = the Members of the 
| <3, OT. 3 ho ; NU 
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Church ſhould firft convince their Brethren of 
their ſinful defects, and daely wait for their re- 
formation, beforc they depart from them. For 
if we muſt take ſuch a courſe for. the healing of 
' 2 private Brother, in a way of brotherly love, 
with. much meckneſs and' patience; how much 
more ought we foto walk with like tenderneſs 
coward an'whole Church; | 
Again, 2. By the haſty departure of ſound 
Members from a defective Church, Reforma- 
tion-is not promoted, but many times, retarded, 
and corruption increaſed. Whereas on the 
contrary, while ſincere Members breathing at- 
ter purity of Reformation abide together, they 
Jay (by the bleſſing, of God upon their, faithful 
endeavours) prevail much with their Elders and 
Neighbours towards a Reformation , it may be, 
fo muchas that their Elders in their own Church 
. ſhall receive none ta the Seals hut viſible Saints; 
& 1n the Claſtis ſha}l' put forth no authoritative 
a&(but conſultative only) touching the Mem- 
bers of otherChurches, not touching their own, 
but with the conſent: - (filent conſent at leaſt) 
of their: own Church : Which two things, if 
they can obtain with any humble, meek, holy, 
faithful endeavours, we conceive they might(by 
tbe grace of Chriſt) fing liberty. of tonfcience 
to.. continue their. Relation with their. own 
Eresbyterial Church without fcruple. '; | .. 
1:5. But to adde a word further,tauching: the 
A) OO gathering | 
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gathering of Ehurches out of Charchts : what if 
there were no expreſ5 example of ſuch, a. thing 
extant inthe Scriptures > That which. we are 
wont to anſwer the Antipzdobaprtiſts may, ſul- 
ficehere; Tt is exorgh if any evidence thercof may 
be gathered (rom juſt conſtquence of Scripture lights 
Doctor Ames his judgen.ent concerning this 
caſc, paſſeth (for ought we know) without ex- 
cepticn, which he gave in his fourth Book of 
Conſcience, 'in 'Anfw. to, two Qu: Chaps. 14- 
Num. 16, Tf any (faith he). wronged with un-, 
juſt vexation, or proviting for his own edsfication,, 
or in trſtimony' againſt ſin, depart from a Church. 
where ſome evils are toſerategy and joyn himſelf to. 
another mere pure, yet without condemning of the. 


Church he leaverh, he is not therefore to be held a8; 


a Schiſmatich , or as guilty of any other fin, ,. 
Where the tripartite diſjundion which. the. 

judicious Do&tor putteth, declarcth the lawful-. 

neſs of the departure of a Church Member from, 


his Church, when either through wearineſs of. 


gnjuſt vexation, of in way of proviſion for his 
own edification, or in teſtimony againſt ſin, he 
Jjoyneth himſelt to another Congregation more 
reformed. ' Any one of theſe, he judgeth a law-, 
ful cauſe of departure, though all of them dge 
not concur together. Neither will ſuch a pra-_ 
&ice deſpoil the beſt Miniſters of the Pariſhes 
of their beſt hearers. For, ll 
-1-' Shxiletimes the Miniſters themſelves are' 
COST TTISS 201 by F 4 7] willing ©, L 
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willing to joyn with their better ſort of hearers 
m this way of Refurmation, and then they and 
their Hearers continue til their Church Relati- 
en together, yea and confirm it more ſtraitly & 
ſtrongly, by an expreſs renewed Covenant, 
though the Miniſters may ſtil continue their 
wonted preaching to the whole Pariſh. 

2, Ifthe Miniſters doe diſlike the way of 


| thoſe whom they otherwiſe count their beſt 


Members, and fo refuſe to joyn with thein 
therein; yetif thoſe Members can procure ſome 
"other Miniſters to joyn with them in their own 
way, and ftil continue their dwelling together 
| inthe ſame Town, they may cafily order the 
|. Eimes of the publick'Afſembly, as to attend con- 
| Mantly upon the Miniſtry of their former 
{| Church; andeither after or before the publick 
, Afembly ofthe Pariſh, take an opportunity to 
+ - Father together for the Adminiſtration of the 
| -Sacraments, and cenſures, and other Church- 
> - ordinances amongſt themſelves. The firſt Apo- 
Rolick Church afſembled to hear the Word 
with the Jewiſh Church in the open courts o 

the Temple; but afterwards gathered together 
for breaking of Bread,and other ads of Church: 
order, from houſe to houſe. 

3. Suppoſe Presbyterial Churches ſhould. 
communicate ſome of their beft gifted Mem-, 
bers towards the ercQing and gathering of an-, 
Other Church, it would not forthwith. be their 

STEP 47. _ _- errimens 
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detriment, but may be their enlargement. Te 
is the moſt noble an: perfe&t work of a living 
creature (both in nature ana grace) to propu- 
gate and. multiply his kind : and it is the honour 
of the faithful Spoule of Chriſt. to ter forward 
the work of Chriſt as well abroad! as at home. 
The Church in Canr.8 8. to help forward her 
little Siſter-Church, vas willing to part with 
her choice Materials evenbcams of cedar, and 
fuch precious living tones as were fit to build a 
Silver Palace. In the {ame Book, the Church 
is ſometimes comparedto a Garden, ſometimes 
to an Orchard. Canr.4.12.13. No man plant- 
eth a garden or orchard, bur ſceketh to getthe 
choiceft Herbs and Plants of his neiphbouts,and 
they treely impart them : nor Co they account 
it a tpoil to their garden and orchard, but ras 
ther a glory. Neve#the'cis we goe not fo fary 
| we neither ſeek nor ack the choice Members of . 
| he Pariſhes, but accept them being offered, 

Jf it -be ſaid, They art not offered by the Mint 
flers, nor by the Pariſh Churches, (who have moſt 
raght in them) but only ky then ſilver, 

It may juſtly be demanded what right, of 
what power have cither the Miniſters or Pariſh. 
Church ever them? Not by ſolemn Church- 
covenant, for that, though it be the firmeſt en- 
gagement, is not owned, but rejected. Ifit be 
| by their joyning with the Pariſh in the calling 
and elcdion ofa Miniſter to iveh a Congrega« - 

| f£igh 
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tion. at his firſt coming, there is indeed juſt 
weight in ſuch an engagement : Nor doe we 
judge: itfafe for ſuch to remove from. ſuch a 
Miniſter, unleſs it be upon ſuch grounds as may 
juſtly give him due fatiſfa&tion. But if the uni- 
on of fuch Members to a Pariſh church. and to 
the Miniſtry thereof, be only by cohabitation 
within the precintts of the Pariſh, that union, 
as it was founded upon humane Law, ſo by hu: 
mane Law it may cafily be releaſed. Or other: 
wiſe, : if a man remove his Habitation, he remo« 
veth alſo the bond of his Relation, and the, 
ground of offence. 
- 4+. + It need not be feared, that all the beſt 
Hearers of the belt Miniſters, no nor the moſt 
of them, will depart from them upon point. of 
Church government. Thoſe who have found 
the preſence and power of the Spirit of Chriſt 
breathing in their Miniſters, either to their 
converſion or edification, will be ſlow to change 
ſach a Miniſtry of Faith and Holineſs, for the 
tiberty-of Church Order. Upon which ground, 
and ſundry other ſuch like, there be doubtleſs 
ſundry gudly and judicjous Hearers in many 
Pariſhes in Exg/4»d, that do & will prefer their 
relatjon to their Miniſters (though in a Presby- 
ecrial way) above the congregational Confede- 
ration; T5 ' 
-$»;-But-ifall, or the :moſt part of the beſt 
Hearers of the beſt Miniſters of Pariſhes ſhould 


[452 _.,_ depart | 
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depart from them, as preferring in their Judge: 
ments the congregational Way ; yer incaſe the 
congregational way thould prove to be ofChriſt 
ir will never grieve the holy hearts of godly Mi- 
nifters, that their Hearers ſhould follow Chriſt: 
yea many of themſelves (upon due deliberation) 
will be ready to goe along with them.--It never 
orieyed nor troubled Fohn Baptif;that his DiC- 
ciples departed from him to follow after Chriſt 
706.3. but ifthe congregational way ſhould 
prove to be, not the Inſtitution of Chriſt (as-we 
take it) but the Invention:of men; then doubt- 
leſs the Presbyterial Form (if it be of God ) will 
ſwallow.up the other, as Moſes Rod devoured 


the Rods of the Egyptians. Nor will this put 
a neceſlity upon both the- oppoſite Partyes to © 


ſhift for theraſelves,. and to ſeek to ſupplant one 
another, .but only it will call upon them [ale- 
theurin en arave } to ſeek and to follow the truth 
in love; ta attend in faithfulneſs each unto his 
own Flock, and to adminiſter to'them all -the 
holy -things of God , -and their- portion of 


food in due ſeaſon : and as for others, quietly 


to forbear them, and yet to inſtrud them. with 
meekneſs that are contrary minded, leaving” it 
te Chriſt (in the uſe of all good means) to re- 
veal his own truth-in his own time, and mean- 


while 'endeavouring to: keep the unity of. the 
Spiritin the bond of peace, Phil.3« 15, I6e 


To 
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T he Preface; 

To the ſecond Exception, That we take n® 
eonrſe for the Taining, and healing, and cabing in 
of ignorant and errqucons perſons, whom we refuſe 
fo reaesve 3nto our Churches, and ſo exclude them 
from the Remedy of C harech-Diſcipline, 

We conceive the receiving of them into our 
Churches would rather loſe and corrupt our 
Churches, then gain and heal them. A little 
Leaven laid in a lump ef dough, will fooner lea- 
ven the whole lump, then the whole lump will 
ſweeten it. We find it therefore ſafer to ſquare 
reugh and unhewen ſtones before they be laid 
mto the building, rather then to hammer and 
hew them when they lyc unevenly in the build- 
ing. And accordingly.,two means we uſe to gain 
and call in ſuch as arc ignorant and ſcandalous. 

I The publick Hiniftry of the Word, upon 
which they are invited by counſel, & required 
by wholſome Laws, And the Word it is, which 
is the power of God to ſalvation, to the calling 

and wigning of Souls. 

2. Private Covference , and conviction by 
che Elders, and other able Brethren of the 
Church : whom they do the more refpeRQively 
hearken unto, when they fee no hope of enjoy- 
ing Church fellowſhip, or participation in the 
Sacraments for themſelves or their children, 
till they approve their judgements to be ſound 
and orthodgs. and their lives ſubdued to ſome 
hope of a godly conyerfation. What can me 
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| fical Difcipline, or excommunication it ſelf dg. 


Wore in this caſe ? 

T he third exception wrappeth up in it athree« 
fold domeſtical inconvenience, and each of thens 
meet to be eſchewed, 1, Diſanion in Famihes 
between each Relation, 2. Diſappointment of 
E dification, for want of opportunity in the Govev- 
wourg of Familyes to take acronnt of things heard 
by their children and ſcrvauts, 3: Dithurſe- 
ments of chargeable maintenance to the ſeveral 
Churches, whereto the ſeveral perſons of their 
familyes ave joyned, 

All which inconveniencies cither doe not fall 
out in congregational Churches, or are caſilp 
redrefſed. For, none are orderly admitted into 
congregational Churches, but ſuch as are well 
approved by good teftimony to be duely obſer- 
vant of Family-relation: or if any otherwiſe 
diſpoſed ſhould creep in, they are either order- 
Iy healed, or duely removed in a way of Chriſt. 
Nor are they admitted , unleſs they can give 
ſome good account of their profiting by Ordi- 
nances, before the Elders and Brethren of the 
Church, and much more to their Parents and 
Maſters. Godly Tutors in the Univerſity cam 
take anaccount of their Pupils; and godly 
Houſholders inthe city can take an account of 
their children and ſervants, how they profit by 
the word they have heard in ſcveral Churckes, 
and that tv the greater cdification of the whole 

oy 98 7s £ Family 


> 


Family, by the variety offuch a7miniſtratiuns? 
Bees may bring more Honey and Wax into the. 


Hive, when they are not Jlumted to one Gar- 
den. of Fluwcrs þut may. fly adroad to ma- 
ny. 

Nor is any charge expected from Wives, 
Children or Servants tothe mainecnance of 
congregational Churches further then they be 
furniſhed with perfonal Eſtates or Livings,which 
may enable them to contribute of ſuch things 
as they have, and not of ſuch things as they 
have not. God acceptcth not Robbery for a Sa- 
erifice. And though .« godly Houſhoylder 
may -uſtly take him{clf hound in conſcience to 
contribute to any fuch . Church , ' whereto his 
wife or children or ſervants co rand i in relation, 
yet that will not aggravate the burthen, of his 
charge, no more then if they were recciyed 
Members of the ſame Church whercto himlelfis 
related. 

But why doe ftanJ thus lon; to plea: 1 exen- 
ptions from excepiions ? The Lord help all his 
faithful Servants . whether Presbytcrial or Con- 
gregational) to judge and ſhame our ſelves be- 
fore the Lyrd, for all our former compliances 
to greater Enormityes in Church Government, 
then are ro be toun\ either in the Congregatio- 
nal or Presbyterial Way: & then ſurely cither 
the Lord will cicar up his own wiil to us, and fo 

ram: an. ſubJue us all to one min] and oue 
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vs 


"be Preface. 


Way, (E2£k.43+10,11.) or clſc we ſhall learnts 
bear one anothers burthens in a ſpirit of meek- 
neſs. It will then doubtlefs be far from us, ſo 
to atteſt the Diſcipline of Chriſt,as tv deteſt the 
Diſciples of Chriſt : ſo to contend for the ſeams» 
leſs Coat of Chriſt, as to crucifie the living 
Members of Chriſt.ſo to divide cur ſelves about 
Church-communion, as through breaches to 0- 
pen a wide gap fora deluge of Antichriſtian, & 
profane malignity to ſwallow up both Church 
and civil-State. ES RT 

' What ſhall weſay more ? Is difference of 
Church Order, become the inlet of all thedit- 
orders inthe Kingdome ? Hath the Lor indeed 
left us:to ſuch hardneſs of heart. that Church+ 
Government ſhall become a ſnarc to Zn (as 
ſometimes' Moſes was to. Egypt, Exod 10-7.) 
that we cannot leave conteſting and contending 
about it, till the Kingdome bed :ſtroyed ? Did 
not the Lord Telus. when he dedicatcd his. {ut- 
ferings for his Church, and his allo unto his. Fa- 
ther, make it his earneſt and only Prayer for 


- 


-us in this World, that we all might be one in 


him? Poh.19.20,21,22,23 And is it poſhble 
that he (whom the Father heard alwayes, 7ok. 
1 1.42.) :ſhould n6t have this laft mo{t. folemn 
Prayer' heard and granted ? Or ſhall it be 
granted for all the Sain:s elſewhere, and not for 
the Saints in Exgland; fo that amongſt them 


Ciſunion ſhall grow even about Church Unjon 
and 
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and Communion ? if it be poſſible for a little 
Faith (fo much as a grainaf Muſtardtced): to 
wemove a mountain,is it not poſfible. for ſo much 
Krength of Fairh as is to be found in all the 
godly in the K:ngorae, to-remove thoſe Ima» 
ges of ſcalou'e. an to calt thofe. tumbling- 
blocks outol the way, which way hinder the 
free paſſage of brotherly love among Brethren? 
It istrue incee 1, the national Covenant doth 
juſtly engage both Partyes taithtully.to endea-» 
your the utter ex tirpation of the Antichriſtian 
Hierarchy, an.| much morc of all Blaſphemyes, 
Hereſyes an.) Errors, Certa nly if Congregas 
tional Dilcipline be'inlepen;Jent- from the In» 


' ventions 0: m.n, is 1: not much mere indepen- 


den from the dciulioas of Satan ? What fel- 
lowfhip hata Chriſt with Belial 2 Light with 
darknets* Iruth with error > The faithful 
?ews necied not the' help of the Samari- 
tans. to reciiie the Temple of Ged 
yea they rej: tec! their. help when it was offercd, 
£zra 4.1,2,3. And 1f the Congregational way 
be a way of trith (as we believe) -|andif the 
Brethren that wa!k/init be zcalous of the truth, 
and hate cver; talſe way (as by the rulteof their 
holy Diſcipline they are n{truRed, 2 fob. 10. 
I1,) then verily therc is no branch inthe Nati- 

onal Covenant, that cngageth the Covenanters 

to abhor cirher the Congregational Churches, 
or their Wav :. which being cucly —_ 
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The Preface. 
do no leſs effeually extirpate the Antichriſtian 
Hierarchy, and all Blaſphemyes, Hereſyes, and 
peraicious Errours, then the other way of Dif- 
cipline doth, which is more generally and pub- . 
lickly received and ratified, 


But the Lord Jeſus commune with all our 
hearts in ſecret : and he who is the King of his 
Church, let bim be pleaſed to exerciſe his King- 
ly Power is our ſpirits, that ſo his Kingdome 
may come into our Churches in Purity and 
Peace. Amen. Amen. 


G CHAP. 
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of 
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Of the F orm 0 f Church-Governmem 3 nd that it 
as one, emmuiable, and preſcribed inthe Word, 


REAR 


Church-Government'or Dif- C01.2.5. 


that Form and Order 'that is .-- . 
to be obſerved in'the Church 
of Chriſt upon earth, both for the con- 
ſtitution of it, and all the Adminiftrati- 
ons that therein are tv be performed. 
2. Church:Government is conſide- 
zed in a:double refpe@, either in re- 
gard of the parts of Government them- | 
ſelves, or neceffary circumſtances z7,3.c,6. 
thereof, The parts of Government 
are preſcribed in the Word. becauſe Zx6.25.49.. 
the Lord Jefys Chriſt, the King and | 


ful in the houſe of God then was ofes, . - 
who from the Lord delivered a Ferm FR 
and pattern of Goverrment to the chil- 7 
dren of Ifrael in the Old Teſtament : 
nd the holy Scriptures are now alſo ſo 
perfect, as they are able-to make the 
ian of God peffett , and throughly 


$9% 
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Celeſiaſtical- ' Polity , © or zz4.43.15. 


cipline , is nothing elfe but * 7993-15.” 


Law-giver of his Church,js no leſs faith: 2 Tim.3.16 


G 2 furniſhed, i) 


ITin.3.15, 

1 Chbrog,15.13 
Ex14,20.4. 
ITimn,S.13,1 
Heb,12.27,28 
I Cori, 24. 
' Deut,12,32- 
Ezek. 43 8. 

1 Kings 12.31 
32233s 


2 Kines 12, 
Ex04.20,19. 
Jf8<28.13. 
C0ol.1.22,23. 

#.15.28. 
Matt 9. 
1Cor, 11.23. 
© 8.34. 


3 Cof.14.26, 


Churches, or any ſtate in the world: 


cumſcribed inthe Word with ms 
be ncither Worſhip it ſelf , nor Cit 


done unto ecificatiqn, In reſpett oft 


Ofthe Form of Church-Governmess. 


furniſhed unto every good work and 
therefore doubtlets to the well ordex. 
ing of the Houſe of God. 

. $3. Theparts of Church-Govery 
ment, are all of them exaaly deſcrivet 
inthe Wordof God, being parts « 
cans of inftituted Worſhip accordin| 
to the ſecond Commandment.& there 

fore to continue one and the ſa me unt 
the appearing of our Lord Jetus Chit 
as a Kingdume that cannot be ſhake, 
until he ſhall deliver it up unto Got 

.evento the Father, So that it is nd 

left in the power of men ,- Officers 


F 
di 
I ſc 


adde, or diminiſh, or alter any thing! 
the leaſt meaſure therein. PER 

4. The neceffary circumſtances, a 
time and place, &e, belunging unt 
Order and decency, ; arc not {o le g 


unto men, as that under pretence ( 
them they may thruſt their own Inve 
tions upon the Churches , being ci 


general limitations, where they a 
determined in reſpect of the matter, 


cumſtances ſeparable from Worſhi 
Jn reſpc& of their End, they muſt oy : 


Maane 


of the nature of the Chiirch, j 
a a Marner, decently and in order, accot- E 
"4; ro-the nat \the things them-+ 
der{ Gig tothe nature of the things them» 
I ſclves, and civil and Church-cuſtome. 
Doth not even natureir ſelf teach you? r Cor 1426, 
I yea, they arc in forme fort determined & 14-40. 
particulatly, namely,that they be cone & 71+14416- = 
Gin ſuch'a manner; as all circumſtances png 
( conſidered: is moſt expedient for edi- 
| fication: ſo, asif there be noetror of 
{| man concerning their determination, 
\.' the determining of then is to be ac- 
\ counted as if it were divine, 
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CHAP. II. - 


©'] of the ature of the Carkolick Charch 
of | ingeneral, and in ſpecial of a par- : - 
'o ticular Viſible Charch. - 
EN. 2 
x He Catholick Church, is the whole 


"company of thoſe that are eledted, 
redeemed, &-in time effefually called ,,;. ,, .- 
from the ſtate of fin and death; unto Fg hl. 
a ſtate of grace and ſalvation in Jeſus Heb.12423. 
Chriſt. fete. 

2. This Church is either Trium- $9317: 
phant, or Militant. Triumphant, the g , s 
number of them who are glorified in zpb.6. 12, 13, * 
in Heaven ; Militant, the number of 3 

G 3 them 


tnx 


3+. This militant Church, is to- be 


FC d, b - : 
The[.1.4. Jeagl, being ygited; unto hi: 
a q by the Sp Lal God, a ith. in their 
x 71m,6,12 hearts...;,.\ , 
fefion of their Fai , ifntheir. perſons, 


'» 


Fpb.3-17.:' -wherem they ſtand toChrif, gs Body 


enhance ible Church, iconfidereit either as not 
Colas, Yetin Church;order,or walking aecar- 
Ma.18.s7. Qing tothe Church-order of the'Goſ- 
x Cor.5.12: pel. In Order, and fo bcfides the ſpiri- 
tual union and communion common to 

all Beligyers, they enj9y Moreover an 

onion ang, communion . Eecleliaſtical- 

Political... So we deny' an Univerſal 

| Viſible Chyrch, cl; .; 
Gevikirg a. Ts Þ: The ftate of the Members of 
Ex0d.19.6 the Militant Viſible Church walking 
'+70.-% - in order, . was either before the Law, 
<1," +” Oeconomical, that is in Familyes; or 
-  - undertheLaw, National , os, ſince the 

$ 98 eray', Chriſt, only; Congregatio- 
nal» (The term 7ngepenaent we ap- 


provg 


..[provenot) Therefore neither Natis- 


_-. 


| Of the matter of a Church, | s 


nal, Provincial, nor Claſlical. : Cor14.22, 
6.6 Io2. ant 


6. A Congregational Church' is by ? = 27. 


(the Inſtitution of Chriſt a part ofthe #x9, 19.56. ». 
"Militant Viible Church, conſiſting of a Deut.29.1., &. 


company of Saints by calling , united 9/2 15: 
into one Body by an holy covenant, for — —_ | 
the publiek Worſhip 6f God, and the ns 
mutual edification one of another, in 


the ſellowſhip of the Lord Jeſus. 


an 
—— 


CHAP. IH 
Of the matter of the Viſible Church,both 
. 1# reſpefÞ of Duality and Dnaxtity. 


He Matter of a Viſible Etiurch I Cor,1.2, 
' are Saints by calling. Epbeſ.1.Is 


2. By Saints, we underſtand, 1. Such ,, _ 

as have not only attained the know- ; Poon ON 
ledge of the Principles of Religion, & Roms. FER 
are free from groſs and open ſcandals, P/al,50,16,19 
but alſu doe together with the profe- 4 AGSS.37e - 
fliog of their Faith and Repentance, Rom _-_ 
valk in blameleſs obedience to the 1 c.; $2 
Word, ſs as that in charitable diſcre- 7bil,r.2. 

tion they may be accounted Saints by Co! .1.2. 
calling (though perhaps ſome or mote #P841-1. 


of them be unſound, and Hypoctites 


S4&  -. in- 


6 | Of the matter of whe Church. 
inwardly)becauſe the Members of ſuch] 
particular Churches are commonly by fp 

___ the holy Ghoſt called Saints & faith-| of 
LT wg ful Brethren in Chriff : and ſundry we 
2. pl yp Pio Churches have been reproved for re-ſ|;n- 
9. &23-3$. 39 ceiving and ſuffering fuch perſons to the 
Numb. 19429. eontinue in fellowſhip amongſt them, ]Ch 
we" jo *4- as have been offenſive and ſcandalous] $cr 

07.11, 27: : x | 
29.P(4.37.21, {9 Name of God allo by this meansÞ cot 
| 1Cor.g.6. is blaſphemed, and the holy things of toy 
|.  2Cor.7.14 God defiled and profaned, the hearts] pre 
; of the godly grieved, and the wicked[ 7 
themſelves hardened, and holpen for-ſ| as, 
ward to damnation. The example of| T4 
ſuch doth endanger the ſanQtity of o-|| the 
thers : A little leaven leaveneth the Sai 
whole lump. 2. The Children of ſuch, | the 
who are alſo holy. | fre 
3. The Mcmbers of Churches; | the 
l Ser.2.21 though orderly conſtituted, may inf nu! 
LY iCor.c.12, timedegenerate, and grow corrupt &|| lat 
' Fer.244. ſcandalous, which though they ought | is f 
a5.4 nottobetolerated inthe Church, yet ter 


2C0r.12.2l. , ALS s > 
Reve2.i4; Is. their continuance therein, through the tic: 


& 21.21, defettofthe execution of Diſcipline & | me 
juſt- cenſures, doth not immediately | pl: 
diffolve the Being of a Church, as ap- | Ct 
pears in the Church of 1/-ael, and the | 75 
Churches of Galatia and Corinth, Pers | mac 
gamns and Thyatira, 


4 The 


uch 
' by 
Ith- 
try 


re- 


Of the Matter of the Church. : 7 

4. The matter of the Church in re: c 
ſpe of its Vwuantity, ought not to be + Sa 21, 
of greater number then may ordi-© 7” 
narily meet together conveniently 
in one place; nor ordinarily fewer, 
then may conveniently carry - on 
Church-work. Hence when the holy 
Scripture makes mention of the Saints 
combined into a Church eſtate, in a 
town or city where was but ene Cen- gou.16.1; 
oregatien,it uſually calleth thoſe Saints 1 7heſ.1.r; 
[The Chxreb] in the fingular number; $*v-2.8,& 3.7 
as, The Charch of the Theſſalonians, 
The C burch of Smyrna, Philadelphia, & 
thelike : But when it ſpeaketh of the 
Saints in 2 nation er Province, wherein 
there were ſundry Congregations, it 


| frequently and uſually calleth them by ; c,,15.1,19 


the name of [Chzrches] in the plural 64.1.2. 
number, as the Charches of Aſfia,Ga- 2007.8.1. 
latia, Macedonia,and the like: which * Theſ, 2.14. 
is further confirmed by what is writ- 
ten of fundry of thoſe Churches in par- 
ticular, how they were aſſembled and 9, 5 & 
met together the whole Church in one 5.125 6.25 
plate, as the Church at ?e-nſal-w, the 14. 27. 15, 
Church at Aztoch, the Church at Co- 35: & 
rimth, and Cenchres, though. it were : OO | 
more near :to.Corinth, it being the pou,16.1. 
'Port thereof, and aniwerable to os 220 

age 


Of the Form of 4 Yi fs ble Chiirch. 
lage, yet being a diſtin& Congregation|, y; 
from Corinth, it had a Church of its ” 
| own as well-as Corinth had. by 
| 5- Nor can it with reaſon be thought 
but that every Church appointed andþ, 
ordained by Chriſt, had a Miniſtry or- 
dained and appointed for the ſame; 
and yet plain it is, that there were noſ. 1 
_ ordinary Officers appointed by Chrif "0 
43: 90.58 for any other then .. Congregationalſ; 
 »*2 Churches; Elders being appointed tp... 

© feed, notall flocks, but the particuJ.. 
lar flock of God over which the holy ; 
Ghoft had made them Overſeers, and ain 
that flock they muſt attend, even the}, _ 
whole flock: and one Congregation y 
being as much as any ordinary Elders]; , 
can attend, therefore there is no great- 


——}, <<wagy -— nog 
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© er Churchthena Congregation, which - F 
may ordinarily meet in one place, . for 
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Of the Formof a viſible Church, and | nar 

of Church-Covehant, [the 

; io F" . _ [to 
£ Come by calling muſt have a: Viſible] Ch 
Political Union amongſt themſelves wh 


7 & Cor.12/29 or el{e-they are not yet particulate 
” 1Tin.3.35, Church; as cholc Similitudes hold ho Mc 


Of the Form of a Viſible Church, 


Ko ſeparate) are not a Bedy. Stones, 
| © ITimber, though ſquared, hewn and 
 "OIpoliſhed, are not an Houſe, until they 


" are compacted and united : fo Saints 


| to 


oY together. 
of * 2, -Particular Churches cannot be' 


the 
108 
crs$ 
at- 
cl 


nor Per g4mius Thyatira, but cach one 
a diftinCt 'Socicty of it ſclf, having Offti« 
ecrs,of their own, which had not the 
charge of others : Virtues of their own, 
{for which others are not praiſed - Cor= 
< {ruptions of their own,for which others 
Pare not blamed. if 
3. This Form is the V:/ble Coven 
[nant, Agreement or Conſent, whereby 
| they*give up themſelves unto the Lord, 


lef Chriſt' together in the ſame Society, 
es] which is uſually called the Church-Co- 
xr 225417; For we ec not otherwiſe how 
- Mcmbers can have Church-pewer one 
(| _ TSS over 


g 
* 


hich the Scripture makes uſe of ts 

ew the nature of particular Church- #18.2-22 _ 
.'=cs: asa Boay, a Building, Houſe, _ 12. 154 
Ar nds, Eyes, Feet, and other Mem-. * 7* 
{Þcrs muſt be united, or elſe (remaining. 


or Bclievers, in judgement of charity zev.z 
arc not a Church, unleſs orderly knit 


diſtinguiſhed one from another, but- 
by their Forms, Epheſzs is not Smyruag 


to the obſerving of the Ordinances of £*94-19.5,3. 


10 


Fþb.2.19. - 
2 Cor.1 I:2o 


conclude not only a Form. but that 


Een.17.7 
Deu.29,12,13 
Tpb.2, 2, 1 g . 


"ring of each particular Church to a 


Of the Form of « vifeble Churck. 
over another mutually. The compa- 
City, and unto a Spou(e, feemeth to 


that Form is by way of Covenant. The 
Covenant, as it was that which [made 
the Family of 4braham and children of 
Iſrael to be a Church and People unto 
God, fo is it that which now makes the 
ſeveral Societyes of Gentile Believers 
to be Churches in theſe dayes. | 


4+ This voluntary agreement, con: 
ſent or covenant (for all theſe are here 
taken for the ſame) although the more 
expreſs and plain it is, the more fully it 
puts us in mind of our mutual duty; & 
ftirreth us up to it,& leaveth leſs room 


for the queſtioning of the truth of theſ| 


Church-eſtate of a company of Prg- 
feſſors, and the truth of Memberſhip 
of particular perſons; yet we conceive 
the ſubſtance of it is kept, where there 
is arcal agrecment and conſent of x 
company of fairhful perſons to meet 
conſtantly together in one Congrega- 
tion, for the publick Worſhip of God, 
& their mutual edification: which real 


Agreement & conſent they do expreſs 


by their conſtant prattice in coming 


together for the publick aac + of] 


pvc 
, - proweTr nnY > 
—— 


Of the Form of a Viſible Church, : ET] 
God, and by their religious ſubiection 
to the Orcinances of Cod there: the — - 
rather. if we doe conſiler how Scrip- 17,Foſh.24.18 
ture- covecants have been entred into, to 24. Pſ.5045. 
| not only expreſly by word of mouth, oy & 
but by Sacrifice, by Hand-writing, & Po 
Seal; and alſo ſometimes by filent © * 
conſent, without any writing, or ex- 
reſſion of words at all. 

5- This Form being by mutual Co- 
yenant, it followeth, it 1s not faith in 
the hcart, nor the profeſſion of that 
faith, nor cohabitation, nor Baptiſm. 
| 1. Not Faith :» the heart, becauſe 
JiT that is inviſible. 2. Not a bare pro- 
feſſion;, becauſe that declareth them no 
More to be Members of one -Church 
then another : 3. Not cohabitation, 
0-1 Atheiſts or Infidels may dwell together 
-With Believers: 4. Not Baptiſm: be- 
cauſe it preſuppolſeth a Church-eſtate, 
8s circumciſion in the Old Teftament, 
which gaveno Bcing ro the Church, 
the Church being before it, and in the 
Wilderneſs without it. Scals preſup- 
pole a covenant already in being, One 
Perſon is a compleat ſubje& of Bap- 
tiſm, but one perſon is uncapable of 
being a Church. FM 

6. All Bclieyers ovght, as God gt- 
b wk A ah vcth 


NPa- 
tO 2 


4; Of the Form of a viſcble Ghurch. © 
eth them opportunity thereunto, to 


endeayour to joyn themſelves unto a 


a as particular Church, & that in reſpeg 


26.2.3. 13, @f the honour of Jeſus Chriſt,in his Ex. 


34,15.&28- ample and Inſtitution, by the profeſſed 
-19,20- acknowledgement of, and ſubjedtion 
P/al. 133e253- ynto the Order and Ordinances of the 


—_— Goſpel - as alfo in reſpe& of their 


I Fob, 1,3- 


_ >» the Promiſesof Chriſts ſpecial pre- 
+ Fence in the Church, whence they 
have fellowſhip with him, and in him 

| one with another : alſo for the keeping 
f of them in the way of Gods command: 
2/al.119. 176. ments, and recovering of them in caſe 


Hy by = * of wandering, (which all Chriſts ſheep 


. Fob.22,24, 25 are fubject to in this life) being unable 
'" Au.18.15,16 to return of themſelves: together with 
| 37; the benefit of their mutual edification, 


and of their poſterity, that they may 
not be cut off from the Priviledges of 
the Covenant. Otherwiſe, if a Belic- 
- ver offends, he remains deſtitute ofthe 


17 remedy provided in that behalf. And |- 


ſhould all Believers negle& this duty 
of joyning to all particular Congrega: 
tions, it might follow thereupon, that 
Chriſt ſhould have no viſible, Political 
Churches upon earth, 

TT CHAT, 


good of communion founded upon} 
their viſible union, and contained inf 


ofthe frf ſabjel of Church-yower. vf 


—_— 


- CHAP. V. 


Of the firſt ſubjeft of Charch-Pomer, 
' or, To whom Church-Power 
aeth firſt belong. 


i &- firſt Subje& of Church Pow- 1141.18.18, 


er, is cither Supreme, or Suber- Kev.3.7. 

dinate and Miniſterial. The rp 
Supreme (by way of gift from the Fa- wg ont | 
ther) is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt The Taus;.;. 
Minifterial is either extraordinary, as 1Cor,;.12-_ 
the Apoſtles.Prophets and Evangelitts; 
or ordinary, as every particular Con- 
 gregational Church, 

2. Ordinary Church-Power,is cither 
the Power prnxponrn that is, ſuch as is 
' proper to the Elderſhip : or Power | 
of Priviledge, ſuch as belongs to the p Fg 6. 


Brotherhood; The. latter , is in the 3,4. 14.236 
Brethren formally, and: immediately r Cor.10.29, 
from Chriſt, that is, fo as it may be 32: 

acted or exerciſed immediately by 
themſelves » the former is not in them 
formally or immediately, & therefore 

cannot be acted or exerciſe{ immedi- 

ately by them, but is ſaid to be in them, 
'in that they deſign the Perfons unto 

Office, who only arc to act or to exer- 

Cci{e this Power, 
bs CHAP, Viz 


| of the Officers of the Church. 


CHAP. VE. 

Of the Officers of the Church, and eſpriÞtra 

ally of Paſtors and Teachers, [nai 

A Church being a company of peo-[ 1h 

ple combined together by Cave-[lift 

nant for the Worſhip of God, ir ap-ſril 

pearcth thereby, that there may bei; 

the Eſſence and Being of a Churddi: 

£14.23; Without any Officers, ſceing there i 

both theForm-and Matter of a Church; 

which is implyed when it is ſaid, Th 

Apoſtles ordained Elders in eve 
Church. 

2. Nevertheleſs, though Office 
be not abſolutely neceſſary to the ſim 
- «1469 oh 7- pleBcingof Churches, when they be 
XE6-13 28.4 called ; yet ordinarily to their Calling] 
Fob,4.11, they arc, and to their well being : and 
Pſa1.58.18, - therefore the Lord Jeſus out of his tevf 
Fy#.4.8;11. der compaſlion, hath appointed andfj 
ordained Officers, which he would netp; 
have done, if they had not been uſefulſeſ 
and ncedful for the Church, yea, being 
aſcended into Heaven,he received piſt: 
for men, and gave gifts to men, whereJer, 
of Officers for the Church are juſtly ſp 
accounted no ſmall parts, they beingly;os 


£96,412, $2, 


Of the Officers of the Church, 
—- [to continue to the end of the world, & 
for the perfc&ting of all the —_ 
. Thele Otticers were cith-r ex- 
175 Mais or ordinary : Extraordi- phi 
Jnary, as Apoſtles, Prophets, Evange- 4:.4.6,16, 19 
lis; Orcunary, as Elders & Deacons. © 11.28. 
ef The Apottles, Prophets and Evange- 4971.13: 
we-[hits, as they were called extraordina- | ©9+4+9* 
aprily by Chriſt, fo their Office ended 
/ be with themſclves. Whence it is that Paul 
ra dircting Timothy how to carry along: 
e bf Church -Adminiſirations, giveth nodi- |... |} 
rck re&ionabout the choice or courle of ;, 1,” *** 4 
Tix Apoſtles, Prophets or Eyangeliſts, but Tizas 1.5 | 
ver only of Elders & Deacons, &when Pay! 4s 20.1728 | 
was to take his laft lcave of the Church * 7 5012-3+ Þ 
cet] of Epheſus, he committed the care of =_ 
fimJfecding the Church to no other, but un- 4 
' eJto che Elders of thatChurch. The like F- 
ling charge doth Peter commit co the Elders 
any 4. Of Elders (who are alſo in Scrip- | 
tebFture called Bi&ops)ſome attend chiefly 1 Tim.2;3; 
anftorhe Miniſtry of the Word, as the Phil.1.1 9 
| ne Pators and Teachers ; others attend 4 2917528 
ſeful eſpecially unto Rule; who are there- * TOY 
engifore called Raling Eldeyy, | 
giſts 5. The Office of Paſtor and Teach- 
erIcfer,appears to be ceſtin&, The Paſtors #pb 4.11 
uſt] ſpecial work is, to attend to ZExhorra- £07.12-7,8 
el 4 $ien, and thercin to adminiſter a word | ©07+12-8+ 
| of 


16 


 themco aclminiſter the Seals of that 


2 Tim.4.1,2 
Tits. 1.9: 


Fpb 411,12. 
$& 1,22,23: * 


s ja : 
;* - 
| -. in 


l: © 1 $4m.10.12 
q 19420.: = 
2 KP2:3,15, 


ſuch in good Literature or Learning, 


- of they are alike called; as alſo to ex- 
- ecute the Cen{ures, being but a kinde 
+ of application of the Word .: - the 


of the Officers of the Chu rh, 
of rwiſdome:: The Teacher is to attend 


ro Do&rine, and therein tro adminiſter 
a word of Knowleage : and either of 


Covenan:, unco th2ditpenſation wher- 


Preaching of which, together with the 
application . thereof they are alike 
charged withall. | 

.. 6. And foratmuch as both Paſtors 
and Teachers are given by :Chriſt for 
the perfecting ot.the Saints, and ediſy- 
ing of his Bo.iy; which Saints & Body 
gf Chriſt is.his Church : and therefore 
we account Paſtors and Teachers td 
be : bath of them Church-Officers , 


an not the. Paſtor for the Church,and 


the Teacher only tor the Schools: 


though this we gladly acknowledge, 


- that Schools are both lawful, profica-J' 


ble anl necgſſary for the training up of. 


as may afterwarJs be called forth unto 
Oſhce of Paſtor or Teacher inthe 
Church. Tout” 


CHAP; 


— 


CHAP. VII, 
Of Ruling E [ders aud Deacons, 


Tz Ruling E!ders Office is Ciſtin&t 


"of Rilling Elders and Deacons. 2 17 | 


{rom- the Office of Paſtor and Ze7.12. 7:8,9 


Teacher. The Ruling Elders are not ! 757-517 
fo called, to exclude the Paſtors an 


and Governing is coinmon to thele 
with the other, whereas attending to 
Teach and Preach the Word is pecu- 
liar unto the former. | 
2. The" Ruling Elders work is t0 , ,;,.. 


thoſe a&ts of Spiritual Rule which are zev.21.12 


a C 0r,12 28 
| , ; . : Hed 13.1% 
Teachers from Ruling,becaule Ruling | 75,4,4.17 


a . © . I po 
joyn wittr the Paſtor and Teacher in 2" Chioo231 18 # 


Uiltina from the Miniſtry of the Word 1 Tin-4.14 


and Sacraments committed to them. 


1. To open and ſhut the doors of 
Gods Houſe, by the Admillion of 


- Members approved by the Churcts; 


by Ordination of Officers choſen by 
the Church, and by Ecxcommunicativon 
of notur'ous and obſtinate Offenders 
renounced by the Church , and by re- 4721.19, 
ſtoring of Penitents forgiven by the 23 
Church. 2. To call the Church to- 
Sether when there is occaſion, and ſea- 
fonably to diſmiſs them again. 3- To 

| H2 prePare 


Mat.18.17 _ 
ol! 6: 2 Cor.2.7,8. ; 4 
| Of which ſort thefe be as followeth-: _. 753-1 


bi 


18 


As 6.2,3. & 
13-15: 

2 Cor.8.19 
Heb 13.7517 
2 Th2[.2,10, 
Il,I2, 


Of Ruling Elders eud Deacons: 
pare matters in private, that in publick 
they may be carried an end with leſs 
trouble, and more ſpeedy diſpatch. 
4. To moderate the carriage of all 
matters in the Church aſſembled , as, 
to propound matters to the Church , 


' to order the ſeaſon of ſpeech and f- 


« Aﬀs 20.29, 22 
ll. I Theſe5.12 
\\ Fam.5.14 


& Ads 20 20 


ATS 6.3.6. 


tE Thil-t.L. 

b. 171.2.9. 

| 1 Car 12-22, 
3 I TIN, 3.%:e 


lence, and to pronounce ſentence ac- 
cording to the mind of Chriſt,with the 
conſent of the Church. 5. To be 
Guides and Leaders to the Church, in 
all matters whatſoever pertaining to 
Church-Adminiftrations and Attions, 
6. To f:e that none in the Church live 
inordinately , out of rank and place, 


without a calling. or idlely in their' 


calling. 7+ To prevent and heal ſuch 
offences in life or in dofrine. as might 
corrupt the Church. 8 To fecd the 
flock of God witha Word of Admoni- 
tion. 9. And as they ſhall be ſent for, 
to viſit and pray over their fiek Bre- 
thren: 10. And at other times as 
opportunity ſhall ſerve thereunto. 
3. TheOffice ofa Deacon is inſti- 


- tuted in the Church þy the Lord Jeſus; 


ſometime they are called Helps. The 
Scripture telleth us how they ſhould be 
qualified, Grave, not double tongued,y 
not given romuch wine,not given to filthy 

{nerte 


| boly Ghoſt : and therefore ſuch Ofh- 


Of Ruling Elders and Deacons, TH 

lucre. They muſt firſt be proved , 
and then uſe the office ofa Deacon, be 474-35 
ing found blameleſs. The office and & © 23: 
work of the Deacon. is to rcceive the 
the offcrings of the Church. gifts given 
to the Church, and to keep the Trea- ,,, 0 
ſury ofthe Church, and therewith to =” © 
ſerye the Tables which the Church is 
to provide for, as the Lords Table, 
the Table of the Miniſters, and of ſuch 
as are in necetlity, to whom they are 
to Citribute in ſimplicity. 

4. The office therefore being limit- 1 £07.7-17 
ed unto the care of the temporal good 
things of the Church, it extends not to 


the attendance upon, and acminiſtra- 


tion of the Spiritual things thereof, as 
the Word and Sacraments, or the like. 

5- The ordinance of the Apoſtle, & 
prattice of the Church, commends the 
Lords day as a fit time for the Contri- 
dutions ofthe Saints, 

6 Theinſtituting of all theſe Offi- 
cers in the Church, is the work of God 
himſelf, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. of the 


ICE. 16,1523 


, I Cor,12,28,' 
cers as he hath not appointed. are al- Epb.4.8,3 1. -. 


together unlawful cither to be placcd 3. 20 48. - | 
in the Church, or to be retained there- | 


if, and arc to be looked at as humane 


H 3 creatures 


b 
os 
J 


20 


AMa.,15.13 


1Ti, 5.9,10, 


Na 


{> 


HFeh.s, 


Gal,1-1. 
AT.14.22. 
© 6.2. 


- 


Of the EleRion of Church-Officers, 
creatures, meer Inventions 'and Ap- 


pointments of man, to the great diſho- 
nour of Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord of his 
Houle, the King of his Church, whe-. 
ther Popes, Patriarhs, Cavdinals , 


Archbiſheps, Lord Biſhops, Archdeacons 
Officials, Commiſſaryes , and the like. 
Theſe and the reſt of that Hierarchy 
and Retinue, not being Plants of the 
Lords planting, ſhall all be certainly 
rooted our and caſt forth. 

7. TheLord hath appointed anci- 
ent Widows ( where they may be had) 
to miniſter in the Church, in giving 
attendance to thefick, and to give luc- 
cor unto them, and others in the like 
neceſſitycs, 
CHAP, Vid. 

t Of the Eleftion of Church-Officers. 


Ji? man may take the honour of a 
4 Y Church Officer unto him(clt, but 
he that was called of God, as was  Aas 
70%, 

2. Ca//;zg unto Office is either 2m: 
»e5:ate, by Chriſt himſelf fuch was the 
Call of the Apoſtles and Prophets , 
this manner of calling ended with them 
as hath. been ſaid : or wediate , by the 


Church | - - 3-6 


j . b 


Of tbe Eledion of Church-0fficers 


3. Itis mcet, that before any be 
Ordained or choſen Officers .. they 


| ſhould firft be tryed and proved , be- 


cauſe hands are not ſucd.nly to be laid 
upon any, and both El.:ers and Dea- 
cons muſt be of honeſt & good report. 
4+ . The things in reſpea of which 
they areto be tried, are thoſe gifts and 
virtues which the Scripture requireth 
in men that are to he eleacd into ſuch 
places, viz. that Elders muſt be blame- 
les , Sober, apt to teach, and endued 
with- ſuch other qualifications as are 
laid down 1 Tim.3.2. Titus 16,10 9. 
Deacons to be fitted as is Cirected, 
A4.6-3. 1Tim.3.8, to 11. 

5. Officers are to be c.lled by ſuch 
Churches whercunto they are to nai- 
niſter. Of ſuch moment is the preſer- 
vation of this Power,that the Churches 
_— it inthe pretence ofthe Apo- 
ſles. 

6. A Church being free, cannot 
become ſubject to any, but by a free 
elc&ion, yct when ſuch a people doe 


2» 


1 Tim.<,22 
© 7.10, j4 
AF.16-2, & |"! 
643. F 


AXﬀs I4.22. & 5 
1.23, K 6025 1 


45» 


chuſc any to be over them inthe Lord, ©#.5.13 


then doe they become fſubje&, and 
moſt willingly ſubmit to their Mini- 
ſtry in the Lord, whom they have fo 


choſen, ' 
BH 4::-+ 7. And 


eb.13.17, 


Rom,16s I7s. 


_—_— 


b/ 


Cant $.3,9. 


Of ordination and Impr[7tion of bawds 

7. And ifthe Church have power 
to chuſe their Officers and Minifters, 
thenin caſe of manifeſt unworthineſs 
and delinquency, they have power alſo 
to depoſe them : for, to open and ſhut, 
to chuſe and refuſe, to conſtitute in 
office. and .remove from Office, are 
ads belonging to the tame power. 

3. We judge it much conducing to 
the well-being and commurion of 
Churches, that where it may conveni- 


cently be done, Neighbour Churches. 


be adviſed withall, and their help be 
made uſe of in the trial of © hurch-offi- 
cers in order to tiieir choice. 

9. The choice oi ſuch Church-ofi- 
cers belongeth not to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrates as ſuch, or Dioceſan Biſhops,or 
Patrons : for of theſe, or any ſuch like, 
the Scripture is wholly ſilent, as having 
any power therein, 


CHAP. IX. 


Of Ordination, and Impoſition 
Of Hanas. 


t * FN Yurch Officers are not only to be 
| AT 13-3 © $ 


I 14.23. 
L 7 1m.5.22 


choſen by the Church, vut alſo ro 
be ordained by Impaſyion of han=s Se 


prayer .. 


'er 


4 


fo 


Of ordination and Impoſttion of bands, 25 
prayer, with which at the Ordination 


of Ellers, Faſting alſo is to be juyned. 
2. This 2r4in 1109 we account nothing Numb 9.10 


Fealling of an ordinary officer in the 


elſe, but the ſo'emn putting a man ARs.6.5364 
into his place ans vice inthe Church, & 13.243. 
whereunto he had right before by Ele- 

&ion : being like the inſtalling of a 
Magiſtrate in the Common wealth. 
Ordination t'erefore is not to goe be- A4.5.515.& 
fore. but to follow Ele&tion. 1he ef- 153 
ſence and ſubſtance of the outward 


Church, doth not conſiſt in his Ordiga- 
tion, but in his voluntary and free Ele- 
ion by the Church, and his accept« 
ing of that Election: whereupon is 
founded that Relation between Paſtor 
and Flock, between ſuch a Miniſter & - 


ſuch a People. Ordination doth not 
conſtitute an officer. nor give him the 7 
eſſentials of his office. The Apoſtles 6s 
were Elders without Impoſition of | 
hands by. men: Paul and Barnabas 
were officers before that Impoſition of 
hands, Aﬀs 13.3, The Poſterity of 
Levi were Priefts and Levites, before 
hands were laid on them by the child- 
rcn of /ſrael. 

3. In ſuch Churches where there x 7 4.14. 
are Elders, Impoſition of hanc's in or- A#. 13.3 
No ng ; wh Cination I Tim,ge22 


F/ 


24 


Xumb.$.10, 


1TIn.4-14. 
Als 1 3+3s 


1 Pet.5.2 


c Aﬀs 20.28, 


ST 


of Ordinationgged Inpoſition of hands, 


dination is to be performed by thoſe fait 


Elders. 


are no Elcers, Impoſition of Hands may 


be performed by ſome of the Brethren|,. 


orderly choſen by the Church there: 
unto. For if the people may elett offi- 
cers. which is the greater, and wherein 
the ſubſtance of the office doth conſiſt, 
they may much more (occaſion and 
need fo requiring) impoſe hands in or- 


ination, which is leſs, and but the] 


aecompliihment of the other. 

5- Nevertheleſs, in ſuch Churches 
where there are no Elders, and the 
Church fo deſire, we fee not why Im- 
poſition of hanls may not be perform- 
: ? 7 the E/lers of other Churehes, 
Ordinary Officers laid hands upon 
the Officers of many Churches: The 


Presbytery at & pheſ# laid hands upgn 


Timothy an Evangeliſt 3 the Presbyte- 
ry at An:i0ch laid hands upon Paxl 
and Barnabas. 

6. Church-officers arc officers to 
one Church, even that particular over 
which the holy Ghoſt hath made them 
overſeers. Inforauch as Elders are 


commanded to feed, not all flocks, but 


that flock which is committed to their 
4503640 ” faith 


-.- 


4+ In fach Churches where there = 


. 


on! 


4 


of 


the 


” A 


e Of the Powemof the Church, "> 5 


hoſe faith and truſt, and dependeth upon 
h exe (EM: . Nor can conſtant refidence at 
x one Congregation be necefſary for a 
YIMiniſter no nor yer lawtul. if he be 
wot a Miniſter to one Congregation 
F. 'ſonly bur to the © burch univerſal 3 be- ag; 20.28, 
rein caute he may not attend one part only 
of the Church to which he is a Mint- 
F ſer, bur he'is called to attend unto all 
the flock. 
f 7. He that is clearly looſed from 
his Office-relation unto that Church 
whereof he was a Miniſter, carnot be 
looked atas an officer, nor perform 
any act of office in any other Church, 
-n. | onlefs he be again orderly called unto 
MI Office: which when it ſhall be ,- we 
know nothing to hinder, but |mpoſiticn 
of hands alto in his Ordination ought 
to be uſed towards him again. For 1g 


= Paul the Apoſtle received Impoſition 
1 | of bands twice at leaft from Ananiass 
AAs9.17-F 13.3. 

to” T 
_ CHAP. X, 

Jil Of the Po wer of the Charch, and 

re its Presbytery, 

ut] C Upreme and Lordly Power over 3ll 


+ the Churches upon carth doth only 
< | bclons 


26 
Pſal.2.6. 


Epb.1 « 21,226 


1/4.9.6. 


; | Kev.3+7, 


1 Cor.,5.12 


14t.238.18 


Aﬀs 1.23, & 
14.23.&6,3z 
Mat,l$.17. 

1 Cor.5.435» 


- 


Of the Power of the Chnrch, ped 


belong unto Jeſus Chriſt, who is King" 
of the Church, and the Head thereof, #7** 
He hath the Gevernment upon his 
ſhoulders, an1 hath all power given toP<© 
him both in Heaven and Earth, : 
2. A Company of profeſſed Belie-|'® 
yers Ecclefiaſtically confederate , as lf 
they are a Church before they have | 
Officers, and without them; fo even inf"! 
that eſtate, ſubordinate Church-power "8 


* under Chriſt, delegated to them byf"* 


him, doth belong to them in ſuch aſ® 
manner as is before expreſſed, Chap.5, 
Seft.2; and as flowipg from the very jo | 
Nature and effence ofa Church : It Þ5 
being natural to all Bodies, an4 ſo unto Þ"* 
a Church Body, to be furniſhed with 
ſufficient power for its own preſcrva- . 
tion and ſubſiſtence. 6 
3. This Government of the Church - 
isa mixt Government , (and ſo hath | 
been acknowledged long before the I 
term of [ndependency was heard of) In If 
reſpe&t of Chriſt, the Head and King Þ' 
of the Church, and the Soveraign pow- Þ? 
er reſiding in him, and exerciſed by [® 
him, it is a Monarchy; in reſpet of | 
the Body or Brother hood of the Church, 4 
and power from Chrift granted unto | 


> them, it reſembles a Democracy; in re- 


hs Y ipea; | 


Of the Power of the Church, 27 
pet of the Prerbyrevy, and power : 
Ling ommitted unto them, it is an Arifie | Tim-5«27« 
acye | 
m - The Soveraign Power which is 
peculiar unto Chriſt, is exerciſed, ,-,, , 
» In calling the Church out of the Kev.5.3,9 
Frorld unto holy fellowſhip with him 242:.28.25 
ſelf, 2. In inſtituting the Ordinan- ##%.4.8.15 
es of his Worſhip. and appointing his , ran 
Miniſters and Officers for the difpent- / A 
nes of them. 3. In giving Laws tor 2 Cor. 10, þ "YI 
e ordering of all our wayes, and the //4.32.2 ] 
ayes of his Houſe. 4. In giving pow- £#%1.71. 
and life to all his Inſtitutions, .and 
to his people by them. 5. In proteCt- 4 
ing and delivering his Church againſt 2 
and from all the cnemies of their pcace, 
5- The power Igranted by Chriſt , 
nto the Body of the Church and Bre- 
* Pherhood, is a Prerogative or Priviledge 
ch (hich the Church doth cxerciſe, 1. In 
ith (C 9»/ng their own Officers , whether 
-he {ders or Deacons. 2, In Admiſſion 
f their own Members; and therefore, , 
there is great reaſon they ſhould have , path I 
ww. power to remove any from their fel- ac2:.18.15, 1 
owſhip again» Hence in caſe of of- 16,17. - ; 
fence. any Brother hath power to con- | 
inceand admoniſh an offending Bro- 
to Per ; and incafe of nog hearing him, 
| to 
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Tit.3.10 
C01.4.17 
Mat, 18.17 
2C0r,2,78 


Col 4.17. 
Rom.16.17. 
Hat 13.17 


1Tin.;.17. 
Heb.13.17- 
iThf-5,12s 
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to take one or two more to ſet on the, 
A dmonition-: andiin cafe of not heary 
ins them, to proceed to tell th: 
Church: and as his offence may re] 
quire, the whole Church hath power 
to proceed to the cenſure of him. whe 
ther by Admonition or Excommunica 
tion: and upon his Repentance toki 
reſtore him again unto his former com: 
munion. | f { 
6. In caſean Elder off:nd incorſya 
r1gibly, the matter ſo requiring, as the. $ 
Church had power to call himro office, 
ſo they have power according to or-[, 
dzr (the counſel of other - Churches in 
where it may be had, directing thereÞyn, 
to) to remove him from his office, andly... 
being now but a Member, in caſe he 
adde contumacy to his fin. the Church, 
that had power. to receive him intoſþy,, 
their fellowſhip, hath allo the ſame 
power to caft him out, that they hay, 
concerning 'any other Member. the 
7. Church Government, or Rule. 
is placed by Chriſt in the officers of the}. 
Church, who are therefore called Rug. 
ters, while they rule with Gol 5 yhp.. 
in caſe of Mal-Adminiftration , theſſq, 
are ſudjz< to the power of the Church] if 
as hath been faid before. * _— 
ol 


Of the Power of the Church, 25 
1 t1Ehoſt frequently, yea alwayes, where 
1eary acai—_ Church Rule,& Church- —_— 
nFGovernment, . alcribeth it to Elders: 1 Cor.12.28, 
' Tebcreas the work and duty of the peo- 29. 
ve is expreſſed inthe phraſe of obeying #49-13-7>17s 
WilCKherr E1ders, and ſubmitting themſclues 
MCakyyro them in the Lord. Soas it is ma- 
© toiteſt, that an organiek or compleat 
coMKhurch is a Body Politick , con{:ſt.ng 
f tome that are Governours, & lome 
icOlYhat are governed in the Lord. 
th. 8. The power which Chriſt hath 
committed to the Elders,is to feed and 
Gs rule the Church of God , and accor- gg. a 
Eſflingly to call the Church together ;, , 


and 
e 


1rc< 
intol 


upon any weighty occaſion : / when umb. 16.12, 
the Members fo called, without juſt Eze4; 46-10. 
cauſe, may not refuſe to come, nor ARS L3el5s 
then they are come, depart before 
bey are diſmiſſed, nor ſpeak in the 
a_ hurch, before they have leave from 
Wee Elders; hor continue ſo doing when 
lo they require ſilence: nor may they 
= G pppoſe nor contradict the judgement 
thelor ſentence of the Elders, without fl > 
ficient and weighty cauſe, becauſe ſuch 
practices are manifeſtly contrary unto 
the) Order and Government, and inlets of 
fey iſturbance, and tend to confuſion, 
iT 9. It belongs alto unto the Elders 
no = 3 


| E0ſ. 4.4 
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Rev 2.2, 
17i1,7.19 
Aﬀs 21.18, 
22,23 
ICor,5 435+ 


: Numb.6.22, 
vo 26. 


AAs 14.1523 
& 6.2, 
1Cor.5.,4, 

2 Cor.2.6,7. 


Heb,13-17s 


7 Of the Power of the Church, 


<L.4 


obedience , and that not. onl\to the Wa 


_— 


to examine any Officers or MembergFirc 
before they b: received of the Church) 
to receive the Accuſations brought to} 1 
the Church, and to prepare them forſTha 
the Churches hearing. In hanaling]mer 
of offences and other matters beforeſPoy 
the Church, they have power to de-Jthe 
clare and publiſh the counſel and willſjud 


\ of God touching the fame , and toſpoy 


pronounce Sentence with conifent oft 
the Church. Laſtly. They have power,Ch! 
when they diſmiſs the people, to blels|Chi 
them in the Name of the Lord. of a 
19. This power of Government in{Chi 
the E!ders doth not any wiſe preju-Jper 
dice the power of priviledge in the 
Broth-rhood; as neither the power of| — 
priviledge inthe Brethren, doth pre- 
judice the power of Government in 
the Elders, but they may ſweetly a- 
oree together: as we may ſee in the 
example of the Apoſtles, furniſhed] 
with the greateſt Church-power, who 1 
took in :he concurrence and conſent " 
of the Brethren in Church-Adminiſtra-|p, | 
tions, Alſo that Scripture, 2 Cor-2.J, | 
the 


9. & 1e 6 dodeclare, that what the 
Churches wete to att and do in theſe Re 
matters, they were to do in 2 way off . 


die: | 


* 


of the Maint enance of Church-Officers; I » 
*rJfireftion of the Apoſtks, but alſo of 
chj(their ordinary Elders. 
to] 11. From the premiſes, namely, 
for[That the ordinary power of Govern- 
ing|ment belonging only to the Elders, 
oreſPower of Priviledge remaineth with 
de-[the Brotherhood (as the power of 
willſjud gement in matters of Cenlure, and 
to[power of liberty in matters of liberty) 
offIt followeth, that in an Organick 
er,|Church, and right Adminiſtration, all 
cls|Church- Ads proceed after the manner 
ofa mixt Adminiſtration, ſo as no 
inſChurch-a& can be conſummated or 


Ju- perfected wichout the confent of both. 

the 

En” —_— 

re- CHAP. KL.. 

" Of the Maintenance of 

Fi | Church-Officers. 

_ T He Apoftle concludes, that nes 2 
| s ceſſary and ſufficient Maintenance pom _—— | 
"1 due unto the Miniſters of the Word, ©7935: 


” ; 10.10, 
s ©*Ifom the Law of Nature and Nations, x Tims.15 


oe from the Law of AZs/zs, the Equity 
ſi thereof, as alſo the Rule of common 
, 7 Reafon. Moreover, the Scripture 
Fa doth ngt only call Elders Labourers & 
.. {yorker , but alſo ſpeaking ofthem 

i | ' I doth 


» 7 pl 


32 of the Maintenance of Church-0fficers, 

doth ſay, that 7 he Labonrev is worthy 

Eal-6.6. of his hire: and requires that he whickþs 
is raught in the Word ſhould commu-þp, 

nicate to him inall good things; and| | 

mentions it as an ordinance of thehhy 

ar) hg L:rd, That they which| preach thelo 
Go'pel, ſhould live of the Goſpel; andlin 

forbiddeth the muzling of the mouthſpr, 

. of the Ox that treaceth out the corn,{tri 
2. The Scriptures al ecged, requi-|on 

ring this Maintenance as a bouncenſtal 

duty. and) due debt, and net as a mat-|pg 

ter of Alms and free gift, theretore 

people arc not at liberty to do or nat{thr 

to do, what-and when they pleale :n this|go! 

matter , no more then in any othergif 
commanded duty and ordinanee off dy 


EET ſter of their carn4/ things, to them thatITh 
7 fabour among them in the Word an 
Doctrine, as well as ihey ought to payfſed 

any other Workmen their wages, andſhe, 

to diſcharge and ſatisfie their otherſgal 

| | debts, or to ſubmit themſelves to obÞal{; 
E ſerve any other ordinance of the Lord.|jts 
4. The Apcſtle (Ga1.6.6.) enjoyn}the 


| things,doth a ot leave it arbitrary,whal| it, 
1Gf16.2 erhow much a man ſhall give, or iſ be 


£ of the Maintenance of Church officers. 


"%s 
»thyhat proportion, but even the latter, 
Mickþs well as the former is preſcribed and 
mu-ſppointe« þy the Lord. 

and] 4. Not only Membcrs of Churches, Ewſues 


tNEſbut 2// rhat are taught in the Word, are 

theſto contribute unto him that teacheth, 

andlin all good things. in caſe that Can- AQSY. 3.41 
utheregations are defective intheir Con- 
orn.[tributions, the Deacons are to cal] up- 

qui-Jon them to do their duty : if their 

Cenſtall ſufficeth not, the Church by hee 
nat-|power is to require it.of their Mem- 

foreſbers; and where Church-pewer , 
n:t|through the corruption of men , doth 

this]pot, or cannot attain the end, the Ma- 
hcrſgiftrate isto ſee that the Miniſtry be 

e offduely provided for, as appears from | 
untIthe commended example of Nehemiah, Neb.13. il: 
thatfThe Magiſtrates are Nurſing-ſathers, 
andÞand Nurſing-mothers, and-ſtand charg- . 449+23+ 
payed with the cuſtody of both Tabtes ; 
andÞbecaute it is better to prevent a {can- 
therfdal that it may not come , and eaſicr 
obJalto, then to remove it when it is given, 
ord.lIts moſt ſtlitable to Rule, that by 
»yNJthe Churches carc each man ſhould 
un] know his proportion according to 
goed) Rule, what he ſhould do, betore he do 
vhat] it, that fo his judgement & heart may 
r i be ſatisfied in what he doth. & juſt ot: 
val fence prevented in what is done, 


2 C@#.$:7 3514 


"is. - Of Admiſſion of Members, 


CHAP, XIL 
Of the Aamiſſion of Members iuta |Re 
- the Charch, Ct 


T WE does of the Churches oe 

4 Chriſt uponearth donot by Godgy] 

7, Appointment ttand ſo wide open, thathfg, 

N yrs + all torts of people, good * bad ma) - 

22.12. ſreely enter thercin at their pleaſureJqe 

but ſuch as are admitted thereto asſB; 

Members, ought to be examined and[fr 

tried firſt, whether they be fit and meet[,, 

to be received into Church-ſociety,|.,e, 
or not. The Eunuch of Erhiopia, be 

fore his admiſhon, was examined byl4o 

Philip, whether he did believe on Jeſus]þe 

Rev. 2.2 Chriſt with all his heart, The Angdſy,, 

' ofthe Church at Epheſas is commend-{q, 

ed, for trying ſuch as faid they were 

Apoftles, and were not. There is like, 

48 9.26. ,xealon for trying of them that profefs] gh 

'themſelves to be Believers. The Offi: an 

cers are charged with the keeping off yy, 

the doors of the Church. and there-[ nq 

fore are ina ſpecial manner to make[ th 

trial of the fitneſs of ſuch who enter.| th 

-v.21.12, Twelve Angels are ſet at the gates of rit 

2Chre,23- 19, the Temple, leſt ſuch as were roy #h 
a14uk 


of Admiffon of Members, 
— [#onialy unclean ſhould enter thereinto 
2, The things which are requiſite to. 
be found in all Church members, are 
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AF. 2.38, 10 


td [Repentance from fin. and Faith in Jeſus ,2, & $.37. 


Chriſt : ; and therefore theie are the 
Jthings whereof men areto he examined 
S Ofat their a&miſſion into the Church,and 
7290 which then they muſt profels and hold 

Forth in ſuch fort- as may fatisfie rart:s- 
maft»al charity that the things are there in- 


ure deed. Fobn Baptiſt admitted men to #4#+3-6. 


0 8]Baptiſm confeſſing and bewailing theix 
andlfins : and of other it is ſaid, that rhey 


neetl came, and copfeſſed , and ſnewed their Aﬀts 19.18, 


CtYideeds. | 
be- '3. The weakeſt meaſure of faith is 
| by[to be accepted in thoſe that defire to 


elwhþe admitted into the Church, becauſe £m. 14.1, 


ngdIweak Chriſtians, if fixcere,have the ſub- 
nd{ſtance of that Faith , Repentance and 
ref Holineſs which is required in Church- 
like members; and ſuch have moſt need of 
fels] the Ordinances for their confirmation 

'Jand growth in grace. The Lord Jeſus 
; Of would not quench the ſmoaking flax, 
re] nor breakthe bruiſed reed, but gather 
ake] the tender lambs in his arms, and carry 
er.| them gently in his boſome. Such cha- 

[rity and tenderneſs is to be uſed, as 
m4] the weakeſt Chriſtian, if ſincere, may 
® WRT” pot 


% 


XMat.12.20. 


lſa.40.11. 
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 Pſal.66.16, 


of Admiſſion of Members, 


not be excluded nor diſcouraged. Se 
vcrity of examination is to de avoivted 


Ex! 


Ten 


4. In caſe any through exceſljv fo. 


fear, or other infirmity, be unable te 
make their perſonal Relation of thei 


{piritual eſtate in publick,it is ſufficient s 


that the Elders having received private 
{atisfaction, make rela! ion thereot in 
publick before the Church, they teſti. 
fying their affents thercunto : this be: 
ing the way that tendeth moſt to edik: 
cation. But whereas perſons are 0 
greater abilityes. there. it. is moſt cx- 
pedient that they make fheir Relations 
and confeflions perſonally with ther 
own mouth , as Davis profeſſeth df 
himſelf. 

5. A perſonal and publick Confeſſ 
on, and declaring of Gods manner « 
working upon the ſoul, is both lawful, 
expedient and uletul, in ſundry re 
ſpects, & upon ſundry grounds. Thoſe 
three thouſand, 4&s 2.37.41. before 


they werc acmitted by the Apoſtles 
did manifcit that they were pricked in 
their hearts at Peters Sermon,togetne 
with earneſt delire to be dclivered 


from their fins, which now wounCel 


their Conſacnces, and their ready re 
cciving of the word of Promile anc 


—. Edhopj 


Q 

{tv 
= 
-1ent 
vare 
f in 
eſti: 
; be: 
lift: 


- 0 


of the Admiſſion of Members, 


Exhortation We are to be ready to 
render a rcaſon ofthe hope that is in 
us. to every one that as«eth us; there- 


heiJany occaſion to declare and ſhew our 


Repentance for ſin, Faith unfeigned, 
and eff: &ual Calling, becaule theſe are 
the reaſon uf a well grounded hope. 7 
have not hidgen thy v4" hreonſneſs from 
the great congyeg ation. Pſal. 40. [© -; 

6. This profeſlien of Faith and Re- 
pentance as it muſt be made by ſuch 
at thcir Admiſſion, that were never. in 
Church ſociety before, ſo nothing 
hindereth, but the ſame way alſo be 
performed by ſuch ag have formerly 
been Members of fome other Church, 
and the Church to which they now 
joyn themſelves as Member may law- 
fully require the ſame, Thoſe three 
thouſand, As 2. which made their 
Confeſfion, were. Members of the 
Church of the Jews betore, ſo were 
they that were baptized by obs. 
Churches may erre intheir admiſſion; 
and perſons regularly admitted , may 
fall into offence. Otherwiſe, if Chur- 
ches might obtrude their Members or 
if Church-members might obtrude 
themſelves upon other Churches with- 
BI I 4 ' Out 


* 


I Pet,3.15- 


Heb.11 1. 


Jfore we muſt beable and rca''y upon #ph.1.18. 


Mat 3 40+ - 
Gal.2.4+ 
1 Tim.5+26 * 


= 23 


Pan.s.s 


Brat.7.5. 
L Cor, 11,27. 


the Lords Supper, and otberwile not 


Of the Admi/ſios of Members, 
out due trial, the matter ſo requiring, 
beth the liberty of Churches would 
hereby be infringed in that they might 
not examine thoſe, concerning whoſe 
fitneſs for communion they were unſa- 
tisfied : and bcfides the infringing af 
their liberty. the Churches themſelves 
would unavoidably be corrupted, and 
the Ordinances defiled , whilſt they 
might not refuſe. but muſt receive the 
unworthy : which is contrary unto 
the Scripture, teaching rhar all Chur- 
Ches are Siſters, anc! cherefere equal, 
7. Theliketrial is to be required 
from ſuch Members of the Church as 
were born in the ſame, or received 


their Memberſhip, and were baptized |f 


in their infancy, or minority, by virtue 
of the Covenant of their Parents, when 
being grown up unto years of difcre- 
tion, they ſhall deſire tobe made par- 
takers of the Lords Supper : unto 
which, becauſe holy things muſt not 
be given to the unworthy, therefore it 
15 1equiſite, that theſe as well as others 
ſhould come to their trial and exami- 
ration, and manifcf their Faith and 
Repentance by an open Profeſlion 
thereof, befcre they are received to 


£9 


| ket 


tob 
Ghi 
or 1 
the 


Pri 
me 


| Of the Ramoval of Church-Members, 
g, |to be admitted thereunto, Yer theſe 


Ghurch-members that were ſo born, 
or reccived in their Childhood, before 
they are capable of being mace parta- 


{kers of full Communion , have many 


Priviledges which others (not Church- 
members) have not* they are in Co- 
yenant with God,have the Seal thereof 


[upon them, viz, Bapriſm; and ſo if not 


regenerated, yetare ina more hope- 
ful way of attaining regenerating 
grace, and all the {piritual bleſſings 
both of the Covenant and Seal : they 
are alſo under Church-watch, and con- 
ſequently ſubject to the Reprehenſions 
ys mg Foun and Cenſures thereof, 
for their healing and amendment, as 
need ſhall require. 


_—_— 


CHAP, XY. 


Of C harch-megsbers their Removal from 
one Church to anether, and of Re- 
commendation aud Diſmiſſion. 


'S Hurch members may not remove 
or depart from the Church . and 
ſo cne from another as they pleafe,nor 
without juſt and weighty cauſe , but 
ought to live and dwell tggether, for- 


_ | afmuch 
OR | 
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_ 
Heb, 19,25 - 


Prove ll.is 


Rom.14.23. 
1TmMm.5,22 
Aft.21.14. 


Of the Removal of Church-Members, 


aſmuch as they are con-manded, not to 
forſake the aſſembling of themſelves 
together. Such departure tends to 
the diffolntion and ruine of the Body, 
as the pulling of ſtones and pieces of 
timber from the Building , and of 
members from the natural Body, tend 
to the deſtruction of the whole. 

2- It is therefore the duty of Church- 
members. in ſuch times and places 
where counſel may be had. to contult 
with the Church whereot they are 
Members about their Removal . that 
accordingly they having their appro- 
bation, may be encouraged, or other- 
wiſe defiſt. They who are joyned with 
confent, ſhould not depart without 
conſent, except forced thereunto 

3. ifa Mcmbers departure be ma- 


 nifeſtly unſafe and ſinful, the © hurch 


may not conſent thercunto; for in ſo 


-doing, they ſhould nut act in Faith,and 


ſhoul:! partake with him in his ſin If 
the caſe be ddubtful , and the perſon 
not to be perſwarted, it ſeemeth beſt to 
leave the matter unto God, and not 
forcibly to detain him. 

4 Juſtreafons for a Members Re- 
moval of himſelf from the Church arc 
1. Ifa man cannot continue without 


par: 


of the Removal of Church-Members, | 41 


taking infin. 2, In caſe of perſonal 
vi IH Eph.s.11, 

Perſecution : ſo Paul departed from */.,. __— 
the Diſciples at Damaſcus. Alfo in $o,& iu | 
caſe of general Perſecution, when all 
are ſ{cattcred. 3. In caic of reall and 
not only prete”ced want of competent 
Subſiſtence, a door being opened for Nev. 13-28. 
better Supply in ancetker place, toge. : 
ther with the means of ſpiritual Edifi- 
cation. in theſe, or like cafes, a 
Member may lawfully remove, and the 
Church cannot lawfully detain him. = 

5. To ſeparate from a Church, ei- , .;,,.Q - * 
ther out of contempt of their holy fel- ; 
lowſhip, or out of cevctoutneſs, or for 
greater enlargements, with juſt grict 
to the Church , or out of Schiſm, or Fom.16.17. 
want of love, and out of a fpirit of con- F#4e v.19. 
tention in refpett of fome unkincnels, T4 
or ſomcevil only conccived, or indeed Gs 
inthe Church, which might & ſhould F 
be tolerated and healed with a ſpirit uf \.Y 
meekneſs,and of which evilthe Church | 
is not yet convinced (tho perhaps him- 
ſelf be) nur admonithed : for theſe or 
the like rcaſons to withdraw from pub- 
lick communion, in Word, or Scals,or 
Ccnlures, is unlawful and finful. 

6. Such Members as have orderly 
remoreFtkeir habitation z ought to 
, AS Eee WANIEL foam 


oo 
\ 
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-  Iſa.c6.8, 
#5 9.26- 


| Als 18.27, 


Ken, 16.1.2 
2Cor.3.1- 


L C97-14.33, 


Of the Removal of Church-Members. 
Joyn themſelves unto the Church in 
order where they do inhabit. if it may 


'be : otherwiſe, they can neither per- 


form the duties nor receive the privi- 
ledgesof Members. Such an exam- 
ple tolerated in ſome, is apt to corrupt 


others. which if many ſhould follow, |. 


would threaten the difſolution and 
confuſion of Churches, contrary to 
the Scripture: 

7. Order requires , that a Member 


thus removing, have Letters Teimo- 


nial.and of Diſmiffion from the Church 
whereof he yet is, unto the Church 
whereunto he deſfireth to be joyned, 
leſt the Church ſhould be deluded; 
that the Church may receive him in 
faith, and not be corrupted, by recei- 
ving deceivers, and falſe Brethren, 
Until the perſon difmifſed be received 
into another Church , he ceaſeth not 
by his Letters of diſmiſſion to be a 
Mecmber of the Church whereof he 
was The Church cannot make @ 
Member no Member, but by Excoms 
munication. 

$. if a Member be called to remove 
only for a time, where a. Church is, 


Letters of Recommendation are re- 


quilie, and ſufficient for eqmpnunion 
yy OOO oe with 


+ tam AM 
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of Excemmunication & other Cenſures; a7 
with that Church, in the Ordinances, 
&in their Watch; as Fheb:, a lervant 
of the Church at Cenchrea, had Let- 
ters written for her to the Church at 
Rome, that ſhe might be received as 


becometh Saints. ; 
o Such Letters ofRecommendation 


. _ 


| and Diſmiflion, were written for Apol- 


los; for YAarcms to the Colloſſians , 

for Phabeto the Rowans, for ſundry 0- yg; x2 2%. 
thers toother Churches. And the C9.4.1e 
Apoftle telleth us, that ſome perſons, Km. 16-1, 
not ſufficiently known otherwiſe, have 2 ©#:3-Le 
ſpecial need ot fuch Letters, though he 

for his part had no need thereof. The 

uſe of them is to be a benefit and help 

to the party for whom they are writ- 

ten, and for the furthering of his re- 

ceiving amongſt the Saints in the place 

whereto he goeth, and the cue ſatisfa- 

fon ofthem in their receiving of him. 


——————_. 
He 


CHAP, IV. 


Of Excommunication, and other | 
Cenſares, 
He Cenſures ef the Church are 3 7/7542 
appointed by Chriſt for the pre- 
veating, removing, and healing of of- 
fences in the Church, for the xeclaim- 
| ing 


—_—_ 


Deu.17.19,12 108 and gaining of offending Brethren, |; 


Fude v.19 
Deut,13.il, 
1 C0r.546, 
Rom .2.24, 
Kev. 2.1415» 
16,20 


Mat,s .23,'24- 
. Tithe 10334 


#Aat.18.15. 


SETS 
' 


Fer.16, 


», ar, a» 
#&: 19% Oe 
—_ 


of Exc, + wc at:00 and other Cenſures. 


for the deterring ethers from the like 
offences, for purging out the leaven 
which may intect the hole lump 3 for 
vindicating the hongur of Chritt, and 
ot his Church, and the holy profeſſion 
of the Goſpel ,, and for preventing of 
the wrath of God, that may juſtly fall 
upon the Church. if they ſhould ſuffer 
his Covenant, and the Seals:thereofto 
be profaned - by notorious and ob- 
ftinate offenders. 

2. Ifan offence be private, ( one 
Brother offending another) the offen- 
der is to goe and Chewtodg: his Re- 
pentance for it unto pacborn”. "ag Bro- 
ther, who is then to forgive hit, but if 
the offender neglett or refuſe to do itz 
the Brother offended is to goe and 
convinceand admoniſk him ot it, be- 
tween themſelves privately : if there- 
upon the offender be brought to repent 
of his offence, the admoniſher hath 
won his Brother , but -if the offender - 
hear not his Brother, the Brother of-, 
fended is to-take with him one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witneſſes every word may be 
eftabliſhed, (whether the word oi Ad- 
monition, if the offender receive it ; - 

F the 


| of Prcommunication, and other Cenſutes  ; 
ren, [4he word of Complaint, ifhe refuſe it) : 
like for if he refuſe i the offencec Bruther M4.18.17, 

is by the mouth ofthe Elders to tell " 
for | the Church .ard ii he hear the Church, i. 
and | and declare the {ame by pcnitent Con- 

ion | fefſion, he is reco vered und gained : & 

of [it the Church : itcern him to be willing 

fall J to hear, yet not tully convinced oi his 77.3.1: 

fer | offence, as in caſe of Herefie, they are 
'to | to diſpenſe to him a publick Admonitt- 
)b- | en, which declaring the offender to 
lye uncer the publick offence of the ##18.17- 
ne | Church, doth thereby withhold or fſuf- x 
n- | pend him fr m the holy fellowſhip of | < 
e- | the Lords Supper, till his offence be A 
o- | removed by penitent Confeſſion. If 2 
if | he ſtill continue obſtinate. they are to  £- I 
t, | caſt him out by Excommunication. | 

df 3+ But ifthe offence be more publick |. _ -4,cof 


at firſt. and of a mcre hainous and cri- 


; : N 
5 at 4 _ = 


a) 

2. | minal nature, to wit, ſuch as are cont- 

it | demned by the light of nature, then 

h | the Church, without fuch gracual pro- | 

r | ceeding, is to caſt out the offender ' F 
-, from their holy communion, for the 4 
5 | further mortifyimg of his fin, and the q 
: | healing of his Soul in the day of the 

» | Lord [eſus. 

- | 4- Indealing with an offender, great 


care is to be taken, that we be neither 
| over- 


* 


>; © x < G 
& Pre ay" 
? = 


2; _ 


"M 
G46, I, 


ſtrict or rigorous. nor too indulgent ot 
rem'fs : our proceeding herein ought 
to be with a ſpirit of meeknefs, conſj- 
dering our ſelves leſt we alfo be 


' temprec); and that the beſt of us hays 


need of muc1 forgiveneſs from the 


XMat.1$-34,35 Lord. Yet the winning and healing of 
Ezek313-10, the offenders ſoul, being the end of 


AMati1$.17.” 
I Cor.5.I1, 


theſe endeavours , we muſt not dawh 
with untempered morter, nor heal the 
weunds of opr Brethren ſlightly. On 
fume have compaſſion, others ſave 
with fear. 

5. while the offender remains ex- 
communicate, the Church is to refrain 


2Theg.3.6,14 from all Member-like communion with 


him- in ſpiritual things, and alſo from 
all familiar communion with him in 
civil things, further then the neceſſity 
of natural, or domeſtical, or civil Re- 
lations Uo require; and are therefore 
to forbear to cat and drink with him, 
that he may be aſhamed. 

6. Excommunication being a ſpiri. 
tual puniſhment, it doth not prejudice 
the Excommunicate 1n , nor deprive 
kim of his Civil Rights, and therefore 
toncheth not Princes, or other Magi- 


ſtrares, ia point of their Civil Dignity | 


or Authority ; & the Excommunicate 
being 


| of Frcortmunication, ard other Cenſures, 


A. —— 


of Excommunication, tad other C:nſures, 7s wa 
being but as a Publican, &a Heathen, | 
Heathens being lawfulfy permitted to 107-14 24, 
come to hear the —_ 7 Church- 5: 
Afemblyes..” we acknowledge there- , 
fore the like liberty of hearing the * 7% 3-18 
Word may be permitted to perſons 
cxcommunicate, that is permitted unto 
Heathen, And becauſe we are not 
without hope of his recovery, we are 
not to account him as an encoyy , but 
to admoniſh him as a Brother, 

7. It the Lord fanaifie the Cenſure 
to the offender, fo as by the grace of 
Chr he doth teFifie his Repentance 
with humble confefjon of his fin, and 
judging 0: himſelf, giving glory unto 2 Co#-2.7,8s 
God, the Church is then to forgive 
him, and to comforthim , and ro re- 
ſtore him to the wonted brotherly 
communion, which formerly he enjoy- 
cc with _ ; 

8. Theſuffering of profane or ſcar- Te 
dalous livers to — in fellowſhip, rs 


j avd partake in the Sacraments , is 


Coubtlets a great fin in thofe that have 
power in their hand to redrefs it, and 
doc it not. Nevertheleſs, inaſmuch as a/:t.23-3. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in their times, 4#.3.1+ 
and the Prophets and other godly in 
theirs, did lawfuily partake of the 

| K Loxgs 


A Si 


s Ebre,30.18, 
Ge, 18-250 


of Excommunication & other Cenſiaes: 


Lords commanded Ordinances inthe 


No 


Jewiſh Chorch, and neither taught nor} na 
pradtiſed ſeparation from the ſame, g+ 
though unworthy ones were permitted| ac 


therein: and inaſmuch as the faithfl 
inthe Church of Corixth, wherein were 
many unworthy perſons and pradtices, 
are never commanded to abſent them 
ſelves from the Sacraments, Becauſe 
of the fame: therefore the godly in 
like caſesare not preſently to ſeparate, 
- 9. As ſeparation frgm ſuch a Church 
wherein profane-and ſcandalous per- 
fons are tolerated, is not-preſently ne- 
ccſfary; ſo for the Members thereof, 
otherwiſe unworthy, hereupon to ab- 
ſtain from communicating with ſuch a 
Church in the participation of the Sa- 
craments, is uolawful. Foras it were 
unreaſonable for an innocent perſen to 
be puniſhed for the faults of others, 
wherein he hath no hand, and where- 
unto he gave no conſent : ſos it mere 
unreaſonable; that a gudly man ſhould 
neglect duty, and puniſh himſelf, in 
not comins for his portion in the blef- 
fing of the Seals, as he ought, becauſe 
others are ſuffered to come that ought 
not : eſpecially, conſidering that him- 
ſelf doth neither conſent to their ſin, 
nor 
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| ' of the Communion of Churches, 

"thqyor to their approaching to the Ordi- 
nor nance in their fin, nor to the neglett of 
me others who ſhould put theni away, and Foek., 
tted] doe not; but on the comray doth hear- 0 
hf tily mourn for thi{e things, modeſtly 
vVerefand ſcafonably ſtir up others to coe 
ces, their duty. If the Church cannot be- 
1em| reformed, they may uſetheir liberty, 
uſe as is fpecificd, Chap. 13-S:&. 4. But 
' 11 | this all the godly are bound unto, even 
ate, | every ene to do his endeavour, accor- 
rch] ding to his power and place, that the 
Er-J unworthy may be duely procceded 2- 
ne- | Bain, by the Church to whom this 


_ matter doth appertain. -— t< 
i. 

4. + CHAP. XV. 

a- | 

ere Of the Communion of Churches one 

to with another. 

rs.” : NE 

"wy A Lthough Churches be diſtinC:. & 

= therefore may not be confouncee , : 


one with another , and equal, and (-,,, 7 


Je therefore have not dominion one Rom, 16,16. 

: over another : yct all the Churches 1 Cor. 16.19, 

w4 ought to preſerve Chor ch-Commu- Alle15-23s 

©} 20% one with another. becau'e they 9-2-1 

ud oy Il uni ly as 

> | areall united unto Chriſt, rot only a 

* a myſtical, but as a Political Hcad : F 
_ whence is derived a Corn,union fuita- 


| Wethercunts, K 2 2, The 


IO 


Cant,o.g 


AZ.15.2. 
AF. 14.6' 


FVer,22.27, 


\* 


Of the Communion of Churches: 
2. The Communion of Churches is 
exerciſe ſundry wayes, 1. By way 
of wntnal Carr, in taking thought for 
one inothers weltare. 2. By way of 
Conſultation one with another, when 
we have occatian to require the judge: 
ment an countel of other Churches, 
touching any perſon or cauſe wherwith 
they may be better acquainted then 
our ſelves. As the Church of Antioch 
confulted with theApoſtles'& Elders of 
the Church at Fer»ſalem,about the que- 
ſtion of Circumciſion of the Gentiles, & 
about the falte Teachers that broached 
that Doctrine. in which cafe,when any 
Church wanteth light or peace a- 
mongtt themtelves, it is a way of Com- 
munion of Churches {according to the 
Word, to mect together by their El- 
ders and other Mcffengers in a Synod, 
to coniider and argue the Points in 
doubt or difference ; and having found 
out the way of Truth and Peace, to 
commend the ſame by their Letters & 
Meſſengers to the Churches whom the 
fame may concern. but if a Church 
be rent with Diviſions among them- 


{elves, or lye under any open ſcandal, | 


and yer reinſe ro conſult with ether 
Churches, for icaling or remaviyg - 
tac 


” 


'| Churches. as bewraying too much 


of the Communion of Churches, Fr 
the ſame, itis matter of juſt offence 
both to the Lord Jeſus, and to other 


want of mercy and faithtulneſs, not to ©7244 


| feek to bind up the breaches & wounds 
*| of the Church and Brethren : and 


therefore the ſtate of tuch a Church 
calleth aloud upon other Churches, to 
exerciſe a fuller a& of brotherly com- 
munion, to wit, by way of Admoniti- 
on. 3+ A third way then of commu- 
nion of Churches, is by way of Aamo- 
pition, to wit, in caſe any publick 
offence be found in a Church , whicty 
they cither ditcern not, or are ſlow in _ 
proceeding to uſe the means for the 04/-2.311,1034 . 
removing and healing of, Pax! had 

go authority over Peter , yet when he 

law Petey not walking with a right 5 

foot, he publickly rebuked him before &. 

the Church. Though Churehes have 

No more authority one over another, 

then one Apoſtle had over another, 

yet a5 one Apoſtle might admoniſh an- 

other, ſo may one Church admoniſh 

another, and yet without uſurpation- 1, 0 1.16 
In which caſe, if the Chuzch that lieth 7, propyre 


| under offence, doe not hearken to the 1jo. 


Church thar doth admoniſh ker, the 


Chyzch is to acquaint ogher neighbour 
K 3 Cher: 


_ —_ 


C2 


of the Communion of Churches. 


. Churches with that offence which the 


offending Church - ſtill tyeth under , 
togcther with the negled& of their Bro- 
therly. Admonition given unto them :; 
whereupon thofe othex Churcbes are 
to joyg in ſecondins the Admonition 
tormerly-given;.and if ſill the offend- 
ing Church continue in obRtinacy and 
1npenitency, they may forbear com- 
munion with tem, and are to proceed 
to make uſe of the help of a Synod, or 
Courcil of neighhour- Churches walk- 
mg orcerly (1! a greater cannot conve- 
nicntly be ha-3) for their conviction. If 
they hear not the Synod. the Synod ha- 


vins ceclared them to be obſtinate, par- | 


ticular Churches approving an#accep- 
ting the judgement of the Synod, are 
to declare the Sentence of Non-cam- 
munion rejpectively concerning them : 
and thercupon, out of Religious care 
to keep their own communicn pure, 
they may juſtly withiraw themſelves 
from participation with them at the 
Lords Table, and from ſuch other ads 


. of haly communion, as the communion 


of Churghes doth otherwiſe allow and 
require. Neverthelets, ifany Metm- 
bers of ſuch a Church as liveth under 
publjck offeyce, do nyt conſent to the 

{EE © 1 - \ofnge 
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offence of the Church, but doe in due 
ſort bear witneſs againſt it, they are 
ſtill to be received to wanted commu- 
nion, for it is not equal that the inno- 
cent ſhould ſuffer with the offenſive. 
Yea furthermore, if ſuch innocent 
Members after due waiting in the uſe 
ofall goud means for the healing of 
the offence of their own Church, ſhall 
at laſt (with the allowance of the coun- 
{el of neighbour-Churches) withdraw 
from the fellowſhip of their own 
Church, and offer themfelves to the 
fellowſhip of another, we judge it law- 
ful for the other Church to receive 


- | them (being otherwiſe ft) as if they 


had been orderly diſmifſed to them 


from their own Church. 4. A fourth 


way of Communion of Churches is by 
way of Participation, The Members of 
one Church occaſionally coming to an: 
other, we willingly admit them to par- 
take with us at the Lords Table, it 
being the Seal of our communion, not 
only with Chriſt, nor only with the 
Members of our own Church, but alſo 
of all the Churches of the Saints: in 
which regard, we refuſe not to baptize 
their children preſented to vs, if either 


heir own Miniſter be abſent, or ſuch a 


K 4 {rujt 
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CY of the Communioy of Churches, 


M7 1 


Cen.18.25, 


. *, 
1 Cor i213. - 


$4 


Rg7-16 1, 


fs 18.27. 


Afts 11.22. 
Per.29, 


F0in.13,25,7 


+ Of the Communion of Churches, 


fruit ofholy fellowſhip be deſired with 
us. In like cafe ſuch Churches as are 
furniſhed with more Miriifters then 
one, doc willingly afford one of their 
own Miniſters to ſupply the place of an 
abſent or fick Miniſter of another 
Church for a necdiul ſeaſon. 5. A 
fifth way of Church- communion, Ys by 
way of Recommendation , when the 
Member of one Church, hath occaſion 
to refde in another Church . if but for 
a feaſon, we commend him to their 
watchful fellowſhip by Letters of Re- 
commendatien , but if he be cailed ta 
{cttle his abode there, we commit him 
according to his defire to the fellow- 
ip of their Covenant , by Letters of 
Difſmiſſion. 6. A ſixth way of Church- 
communion 1s in caſe of Need to mini- 
ſter relief and ſuccor one unto another, 
either of able Members, to furniſh 
them with Officers. or of outward ſup- 
port,to the neceſlityes of paorer "Ge. 
chez, as did the Churches of the 
tiles contribute liberally to the pobr 
Saints at feraſalem. 
3 When a company of Bclievers pur- 
poſe to pather intoChurch-fellowſhip,it 
is requiſite for their ſafer proceeding, 


G the gain; aining of the Copunuyion | 
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Of the Communionof Churches, | 


F5 


of Churches, that they ftgnific their in- | 


tent unto the neighbeur Churches, 
walking according unts. the Ordex of 
the Gotpel, and deſire their preſence, 
anc! help,and right hand of fellowſhip, 
which they vught readily to give unto 
them, when thcir is no juſt cauſe to 
Except againſt their proceedings. 

4. Beſides theſe ſeveral wayes of 
Comment. Gag is alſoa way of 
propagation 
Church ſball grow too numerous, it i? 
a way and fit ſeaſon, to propagate 
one Church out of another, by ſending 
forth ſuch of their Members as are 
willing to remove,and to procure ſome 
Officers to them, as may enter 'with 
them into Chureh eſtate amongſt 
themſelves. As Bees, when the Hive 
is too full, iſſue forth by Swarms, and 
are gathered into other Hives, ſo the 
Churches of Chrift may doe the ſame 
upon like neceſſity; and therein hold 
forth to them the right hand of fel- 
lowſhip, both in their gathering inta a 
Church, and in the Orinatien of thejv 
Officers. 
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.by progorrigm- 


of Churches: when a, 


Iſa.40.20. 
Can.s.3,3 


Of Synods, 


CHAP, xv1. 
Of Synoas, 


O__ orderly aſſembled , and | 


rightly proceeding according te 


AB. 164210 15 the-Pattern, 4s 15. we acknowledge 


a8-15.232» 


Per.71t023, 


Fer. 3L. 
AE.16-4,15. 


(i 
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as the Ordinance of Chriſt : and th& 
not abſolutely neceſſary to*the Being, 
yet maſiy times, through the iniquity 
of men, and perverſeneſs of times, ne- 
cefſary to the well-being of Churches, 
for the eſtabliſhment of Truth and 
Peace therein. 

2, Synods being Spiritual and Ec- 
cleſiaftical Aſſemblyes , are therefore 
made up of Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes. The next efficient Cauſe of 
them under Chriſt, is the power of the 
Churches, ſending forth their Elders 
and other Meſſengers, who being met 
together in the Name of Chriſt, are 
the matter of a Synod ; and they in 
Arguing and Devating, and Determi- 
ning matters of Religion according to 
to the Word, and publiſhing the ſame 
to the Churches it concerneth, do put 

forth the proper and formal a#s of a 
Synod, to the convidtion of Errours & 


Herelies, and the cRabliſhment of 
TD . Irvh. 


of Synods, oo 


Truth and Peace in the Churches, 
which is the end of a Synod. 
3. Magiſtrates have power to call a Sy- 
nod, by calling to the Churches to ſend 
forth their Elders and other Meflen- 
gers, to counſel and afſfift them in mat- , Chrin.29. 
ters of Religion; but yet the c®nſtitu- 5,10 11, 
ting of a Synod is a Church-a&t, and 
may be tranſa&ed by the Churches, 
even when Civil Magiſtrates may be 
enemies to Churches and to Church- 4#s. 153 
Aſſemdblyes. 

4+ It belongeth wnto Synods and 
Councils, to debate and ectermine ; 
controverſycs of Faith, and Caſes of _—_ 7 
Conſcience; to clear from the Word , ©, 20-68 
holy directions for the holy Worſhip 48 15.24, 
of God, and good Government of the 28,29 
Church : to bear witneſs againſt Mal- 


Adminiſtration and corruption in Do- 


Erine or manners in any particular 
Church , and to give direQions for 
the Reformation thereof: not to exer-" 
ciſe Church-cenſures in way of Diſci- 
pline,nor any other a& of Church. Au- 
thority or Jurisdiction, which that Pre- 
ſidential Synod did forbear. 

5. Che Synods DireRicns and D&- 
terminations. ſv far as conſonant to the 
Word of Gag, ave to þe received with 
©. 
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Of Synods, 
reverence and ſubmiſſion; not only for Ele 
their argreement therewith (which is] EN 
the principal ground thereof, and} Ch 
* without which they bind not at all) bur| of 
alſo ſecondarily for the power where- 
by they are made, as being an Ordi- 
nance of God appointed thereunto in 
10 his Word. F ( 
6. Becauſe it is difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, for many Churches to come| _ 
together in one place. inal their Mem- I 
bers univerſally ; therefore they may | Þ' 
afſemble by their Delegates or Mefſen- | £0: 
._ gers, as the Church at Antioch went | 10 
"Not all to Fer»/alews, but ſome ſelect | ac 
men for that purpoſe. Becauſe none 
are orſhould be more fit to know the | NC 
ſtate of the Churckes, nor to adviſe of | | 
wayes for the good thereof, then El- Ci 
. ders;therefore it is fic that in the choice | 
of the' Meſſengers for ſuch Afſem. | © 
blyes, they have ſpecial reſpe& unto | ® 
ſuch - yet inaſmuch as not only Paul. © 
and Barzabas, but certain others alſo 
were fent to F:ruſalew from Antioch , | ® 
As 15. and when they were cometo | C 
Peruſatem, not only the Apoſtles and " 
a 

V 
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Elders, but other Brethren alfo de al- 
ſemble, and mcet about the matter - 
therefore Synods are to cgnlift both of 
- Elders 


Fa _ 
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of the Civil Magiſtrates Poinn, IF 7 OOg 
y for] Elders, and other Church members; | 
ch is] endued with gifts, and ſent by the 
and| Churches, not excluding the. preſ@ace 
but] of any Brethren in the Churches. 
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In CHAP. XVII. 

| Of the Civil Magiſtrates Power in 
ws matters Eccleſtaftical, 


m-| FT is lawful, profitable and neceſſary 
ay | 4for Chriſtians to gather themſelves 
n- | together into Church-eſtate. &thereir 4a _ 
nt | to exerciſe all the OrCinances of Chriſt j, ns. 4 
I 3233+ 

&{ according unto the Word, although 
the conſent of the Magiſtrate could 
not be had rhereunto , becaule the 
f | Apoftles and Chriſtians in their time 
- | did frequently thus practiſe, when the 
MagiRrates being all of them Jewith 
or Pagan, and moft perſecuting Ene- 
mies, would give no countenance op 
conſent to ſuch matters. 

2. . Church Government NRands in 
. no oppoſition to Civil Government of 
Commen-wealths, nor any way in- 1 
trencheth uponthe Authority of Civil "A 
Magiſtrates in their Jurisdictions , nor 
any whit weakeneth their hands in go- 
verning , but rather ſtrengthegeth 

| : them 
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| of the joil Magiftra fes peer, 
them, and furchereth the People in 


yielJ1ng more hearty and conſcionable 
obedience unto them,whatſoever ſome 
ill affected perſons to the wayes of 


.Chriſt have ſuggeſted, to alienate the 3 
affeftions of Kings and Princes from 


the Ordinances of Chriſt; as if the 
Kingdome of Chriſt in his Church 
could not rife and ſtand, without- the 
falling and weakening of their Goverg- 


ment, which is alſo of Chriſt - where- 


as the contrary is moſt true, that they 
may both ſtand together and flouriſh, 
the one being helptul unto the other, 
in their diſtin and due Adminiſtra- 


; tions, 


3. The power and authority of Ma- 
oiſtrates is not for the reſtraining of 
Churches, or any other good works, 
but for heiping in and furthering 
thereof; and therefore the conſent and 
countenance of Magiſtrates, when it 
ray be had, is not to be ſleighted, or 
lightly eſteemed : but on the contrary, 
itis part of that honour due to Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates, todefire and crave 
their conſent and approbation therein: 
which being obtained , the Churches 


may theh proceed in their way with | 


much gore encouragement & comtort 
| 4+ It 


8. 


72 matters Ecclefaftical, © 46 
4. Jt is not in the power of Magi- 
Rrates to compel their ſubje&s to be- 
me} come Church-Members, 6 to partake Exet. 44.7198 
of] at the Lords Table , for the Priefts are « "0 
the| reproved that brought unworthy ores 
om} into the Sandtuary : then, as it was 
the | unlawful for the Prieſts, ſo it is as Uun- x Cor.$.131 
rch | Jawful to be done by civil Magiſtrates. 
he | thoſe whomthe Church 'is to caſt out 
ra- | if they were in, the Magiſtrate ought 
re- | not to thruſt them into the Church, 
ey | Nor to hold them therein. 
ſh, | 5- As it is unlawful for Church- ; 
r, officers to meddle with the ſword of 5% 7-25-26: 
ra- | the Magiſtrate,ſo it is unlawful for the 
"| Magiſtrate to meddle with the work 
ta. | proper to Church-officers, The ads 
of | of 2oſes and David, who were not on- 
6s, ly Princes, but Prophets, were extra- 
ng ordinary, therefore not imitable. A- 2 Chros,26; 
ad | gainſt ſuch uſurpatian, the Lord wit- 16,3g- 
ir | nefſed by (miting V=z5ab with leproſy, 
or | for preluming to offer Incenſe. * I 
y, | 6. [t is the duty of the Magiſtrate "M 
to take care of matters of Religion, & 
ve | fo improve his Civil Authority for the 
n: | obſerving of the duties commanded in 
es | the firſt, as well as for obſerving of the 
duties commanded in the ſecond Ta- 
ble. They are called Gods, The yo Plal.g2.8, 
( 


"Gf ohe Croll Magifrancs Pome 


of the Magiſtrates Office, is not onel 
the quiet and peaceable life of the yuh: 
TTim,2 1,2: jet in matters ot Righteouſneſs and 
mon Honeſty, but alſo in matters of - godli- 
T Kings 15.14 nels, yea of all godlineſs. Moſes, 
& 22.43. Teſhna, David, Solomon, Aſa, Frhoſha- 
2 K ng. 12.3. bob BYos ebiuk 7 N ek 
© 13.4-S ig. PPats Hezrkiah, 7oſtah, arc much com 
35. mended by the holy Ghoſt, for the 
__ - -putting forth their Authority in mat- 

b.. A: _ ters of Religion: on the contrary, 
Job 29-25. ©. fuch Kings as have been failing this 
Neb.12., Way, aretrequently taxed & reproved 
Fonah 3,79. bythe Lurd. And not only the Kings 
E2r4.7, of Judah, but alfo 7ob, Nehemiah, the 
"Oo King of Nineveh, Davins, Artaxerxes, 
Nebachadveztar, whthm none looked 
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at as Types of Chrift, (though were it] 


2B ſo. there were no place for any juſt 

; obje&ion) are commended in the 
- Book of God, tor exerciſing their Au- 
Sond thority this way. | 

| : 7. Theobjed of the Power of thy 

1A , Magiſtrate are not things meerly in- 

: ward, and ſo not ſ{ubje& to his cogni- 


zance and view, as Unbelief, hardneſs] 
of heart, exroneous opinions not vene-P 


ed, butonly ſuch things as are acted 
by the outward man : neither is rheit 
power to be exerciſed in commanding 


wy 


_ fachags ot tac outward man, and pu: 


nuning 


mn a. Me be 
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| the praceatee Adminiſtration and Exe Z*-13+3- 


| 


'oms, that deſtroy the Foundgien, open 


in matters Ecclefaſtical, F 
gjfhing the negle& thereof as are but 
meer inventions & devices of men , but _ - _ 
about fuch ads as are commanded & , -; 
forbieden in the Wotd: yea, ſuch as 28,32. | 
the Word deth clearly Qetermine 3 
though not always clearly to the judg: 
ment of the Magiftrate er others, yet 
clearly in it fclf. In theſe he of right 
ovght to put forth his Authority , 
though oft-rimes aQually he doth it 
Kore | 

$. Idolatry, Blaſphemy, Hereſte, 


enting corrupt and pernicious Qpini- 


Deut.13, 


I Kn.20. 28, - 
conterapt of the Word preached, Pro- og 20. 28, | 


fazation of the Lords day, difturbing D41.3.29. 
erciſc of the Worſhip and holy things ——_ : 
of God, and the like, are to be re- zon.13.4. 
{trained and puniſhed by Civil Autho- 
rity. 

9. If any Church, ene or more, 
ſhall grow Sciſmatical, rending it ſelf 


'| from the Communion of other Chor- 


ches, or ſhalt walk igcoerigibly or 


| obſtinately is any corrupt way of 


their own, tontrary to the Rule of the 


"| Word; in ſuchcafe the Magiſtrate is 


£0 put fokth his Cocrcive Power,as the 
L matter 


ws ..- Of the Civil Magiſtrates Power. 
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| matter hall require. The Tribes on 
Foſh.22 this ſide Ferdan intended to make way 


- againſt the other Tribes, for building | 


the Altar of Witneſs, whom they ful- 
pedted te have turned away thereip 
hom following of the Loxd. 
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, Of Free-will, 
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| Of Adoption. 

Of Sanfification, 

Of ſaving Faith, 


Of Good Works. 
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Salvation. 
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